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Following on from the second and seventh books in the Firefly 
Collection series ■ which dealt with the Sturmgeschutz or assault gun 
units of the German Army - this book should also be considered a 
companion volume to the Oliver Publishing Croup's 2010 title, To The 
Lost Bullet ; which looked of the armoured vehicles employed by the 
Wehrmachton the Eastern Front during the final months of the Second 
World War - from the commencement of the Fed Army's Operation 
Bagration in the summer of 1944 to the battles for eastern Germany 
and Berlin in April and May 1945, 

As we have mentioned previously, a single book could not hope to 
completely cover so vast and complex a subject, even given the limited 
timeframe, and we were unfortunately forced to omit from our first 
title much af the material that hod been accumulated during our 
research. In fact. To The Last Buffet merely covered the markings and 
camouflage of the major armoured formations and some of the 
organisational changes which took place during 1944 and 1945. In an 
attempt to present a more comprehensive picture - and as a result Of 
the many requests we ho ire received from our readers - this book and 
the subsequent volumes will concentrate on the Pzkw V Panther 
medium tank and the Jogdpanther tank destroyer and their 
deployment during the last year of the conflict in the East. In the first 
two voiumes the Panther battalions of the numbered Panzer 
regiments of the Army and the units equipped with the Jagdponther 
wifi be dealt with and in the last volume we wifi cover the Army's 
named formations, the Panzer brigades, the Panther units of the 
Waffen 55 and of the Luftwaffe, In keeping with the format established 
with the Sturmgeschutz books the colour illustrations depicted in both 
voiumes will be , for the most part, presented in chronological order 
without regard to branch ofservice- 

As many readers will be aware the German Army realised from f he 
earliest days of the Russian campaign that a stronger more powerful 
tank would be required if the Red Army's T34 and KV tanks were ta be 
met on anything like an equal footing. As early as November 1941 a 
committee consisting of staff officers, technical personnel with 
weapons designers and manufacturers was touring the Eastern Front 
to study the Russian designs and recommend o solution. It is almost 
certain that the name Panther was chosen at this time, or shortly 
afterwords, and this in itself was a departure from the former practice 
Of identifying tanks by u number atone. By late November 1941 the 
firms of Daimler-Benz and Maschinenfobrik Augsberg-Nurnburg - or 
MAN - were contracted to begin work on prototypes in the 30 tonne 
class capable of accommodating a turret that was already under 
development by Rheinmetall-Borsig which wouid mount that 
company's 7.5 cm L/70 gun. A number of prototype designs were ready 
by early May and although Hitler favoured the Daimler-Benz design 
the Army chose the MAN vehicle moinly due ft? the fear of German 
troops mistaking the Daimler-Benz Panther for a T34, so similar was it 
to the Russian tank r Concerned however that the new tank may not 
fulfil its intended role against future Soviet designs the 


Army stipulated that the frontal armour be increased from 60 to 80 
millimetres with Hitler suggesting in June 1942 that the glacis be 
increased further to 100 millimetres. At that time experiments were 
underway to increase the armour of the Pzkw III and Pzkw IV tanks by 
simply bolting extra plates to the vehicle and problems encountered 
here with the added w eight convinced the Army that a redesign of the 
Panther, rather than an ad-hoc solution, was coliedfor. In August 1942 
MAN produced two new prototypes which were designated VI and V2 
and the latter, after testing and same modification, would be accepted 
as the production design. Somewhat confusingly the first tanks were 
named Ponzerkompfwagen V Panther ousfuhrung A - or model A - the 
designation only changing ta ousfuhrung D in January 1943 with the 
subsequent model adopting the ousfuhrung A designation. Although 
the Wehrmacht now had a tank that combined a potent gun ivr'fb the 
concept of sloped armour, the hasty design and testing phase wouid 
however ensure that these early vehicles were plagued by technical 
problems , mainly caused by the increase in weight from the original 
specification. Notwithstanding the improvements and modifications 
made during the production of the modet A and later modef G , many of 
these difficulties were never completely eradicated. 

On 14 June 1943 the Oberkommondo des Heeres, or OKH , ordered that 
each Panzer battalion fighting in the east would be furnished with 
ninety-six tanks andfurther that the majority of Panzer divisions would 
receive a battalion of the new Panther tanks which were of that time 
stilt undergoing trials In Germany, Orders for the uniform 
reorganisation of the Panzer divisions were issued on 24 September 

1943 stipulating that the Panzer regiment's first battalion would be 
equipped with Panthers organised into four companies each (see note 
1 on page 32}. Formation of the first Panther battalions began os early 
as the previous January when ILAbteilung of Panzer-Regiment 33 was 
reorganised and renamed Ponzer-Abteifung 51. In the following month 
i.Abteilung of Panzer-Regiment 15 was renamed Panzer-Abteiiung 52 
ancf began its conversion to the new tank. Both these units fought 
during Operation Zitadeife as part of Panzer-Regiment von Lauchert 
and the survivors were concentrated into Panzer-Abteiiung 52 - which 
was then renamed i.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 1$. A new Panzer- 
Abteiiung 51 was formed and remained in action with 
Panzergrenadier-Division Grossdeutschtand until January 1944 when, 
with twefve combo t ready tanks, the battalion returned to 9.Panzer- 
Division as ii.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 33. 

By the end of1943, os the new tanks became available, battalions from 
Panzer-Regiment 1, Panzer-Regiment 2, Panzer-Regiment 23, Panzer- 
Regiment 31, SS-Panzer-Regiment 1 and SS-Panzer-Regiment 2 had 
been converted to Panthers and returned to the front By the middle of 

1944 most of the Panzer divisions had sent one of their tank battalions 
to Germany to be equipped and trained on the Panther although the 
journey back to their parent formation would often be long and 
circuitous, os weshailsee. 


.continued on page 3 




THE EASTERN FRONT 1944 

National boundaries and frontiers are shown 
as they were in 1944. The Protectorate of 
Bohemia and Moravia, which today makes up 
part of the Czech Republic, was administered 
directly by Germany as was the General 
Government of occupied Poland. In 1941 
Yugoslavia had been broken up into several 
smaller states and a zone adminstered by Italy 
until the latter's surrender in September 1943 
when German troops occupied the area. 
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The broken line furthest to the east indicates the front on the evening of Thursday 21 June 1944just prior to the commencement of Operation Bagration. By mid- 
August; as shown by the unbroken line, the Red Army had advanced to the Vistula and destroyed much of Heeresgruppe Mitte in the process. The broken line 
furthest to the west shows the frontline as it was on the last day of1944. The rapid expansion in the south was due in large part to the surrender of Romania and 
Bulgaria. During the 1939-45 period much of occupied Czechoslovakia, Poland r , Belarus and Ukraine - particularly those areas that had formed part of Imperial 
Germany before 1918- were forced to revert to their old German names. In addition, a number of eastern European towns and villages were founded by German 
migrants - the Volksdeutsche - who had retained their customs and language and hence their homes received German-sounding names. Without exception these 
names were abolished after 1945, even the towns and cities of East Prussia being given Russian names. The German accounts - either official records or veteran's 
memoirs - of course use the German names their authors would have been familiar with, while Polish or Russian sources invariably use either the pre-war or 
modern names which sometimes differ. In light of this we have endeavoured to use the names in general usage today or the anglicised version were it was 
thought to be more readily recognised. Units of the Wehrmacht are shown in the approximate positions they occupied on 31 December 1944 and some had since 
June undergone a process of reorganisation, especially the higher commands. Heeresgruppe A had been formed from Heeresgruppe Nordukraine in September 
1944 which had itself been created from Heeresgruppe Slid in the previous April. A completely new Heeresgruppe Sud was also formed in September from the 
units of Heeresgruppe Sud Ukraine which had been badly battered in the summer battles. Heeresgruppe F had been formed in November 1943 and for most of its 
existence was stationed in the Balkans and Greece. The commander of Heeresgruppe F served also as the Oberbefehlshaber Sudost. 
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The commander of Panzer-Regiment 1 Oberstteutnant Ernst-Georg Philipp on the right with Fefdwebel Erwin Bohiken photographed sometime 
after 17 March 1945 when Bohiken was awarded theRitterkreuz. in addition to being the last soldier of the regiment to receive the Knight's Cross 
Feldwebd Bohiken was the only man of Panzer-Regiment 1 to be awarded the Bandenkampfabzeichen or Anti-Partisan Badge , Many 
contemporary accounts mention that Wehrmacht personnel were harshly treated if taken prisoner while wearing the Bandenkampfabzeichen, 
often shot out of hand, and that may explain its absence here. Both men survived the war Oberstleutnant Philipp not retiring from military life 
until 1971. 


Panzer-Regiment t, formed in October 1935 this regiment served with 
1. Panzer-Division until the end of the war except for a brief period in 
March 1944 when the first battalion's Panthers were attached to 
Gepanzerte-Gruppe Bake (2f 

The regiment's I.Abteiiung was equipped with Pzkw V Panther tanks in 
November 1943 and when the Soviet summer offensive began in 1944 
the division was attached to l.Panzerarmee as part of Heeresgruppe 
Nordukraine , Just prior to this , at the end of May, the battalion reported 
a total of twenty-six tanks on hand of which three were in need of repair 
and ot the end of June a further sixteen replacements were received. 
Gradually withdrawing r, the regiment took part in some af the fiercest 
battles of the war in particular the attempt to relieve units af 
Xifi.Armeekorps trapped in the Brody pocket in Poland wherein o single 
day Saturday IS July 1944, the commander of LAbteilung, Hauptmann 
Friedrich Graf von Luttichau was severely wounded and the regimental 
commander Oberstteutnant Wolf-Heinrkh von Trotha was killed. 
Despite the lasses the regiment made some headway in breaking 
through to the encircled Xifi.Armeekorps, supported by the Ukrainian 
volunteers of 14.Waffengrenadier-Division der SS Gaiizien, and was 
only baked o massive aerial bombardment and the failure of 
S.Panzer-Oivision to arrive ot its assembly points in time for the attack. 

By September 1944 > the division was fighting in the Carpathian 
mountains as part of XXlVArmeekarps and during that month received 
ten replacement Pzkw V tanks. By the first week of October the division 
was in Hungary with G.Armee attached to Heeresgruppe Slid and took 
part in the fighting around Debrecen same 20 kilometres from the 
Romanian frontier Together with units of 23.Panzer-Division the 
regiment's remaining tanks managed to blunt a offensive here 
on 6 October and after conducting defensive operations, mounted a 
successful counterattack on 25 October capturing Nyiregyhaza north of 
Debrecen on the following day Until the end of the year the division 
remained in Hungary and during December the Panzer regiment's 
I.Abteiiung took charge of its fast deliveries af Panthers, totalling 
twenty in ail. 

In January 2945 the regiment took part in Operation Konrad H, the 
unsuccessful attempt to recapture the city of Budapest which had been 
encircled by the Soviets since late December 1944. The Panther 
battalion wcrs engaged in the savage fighting centred around the small 
village of Pettend some 40 kilometres south-west of Budapest near the 
north-eastern shore of Lake Balaton os port of Panzer-Kampfgruppe 
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Philip which also contained I.Abteiiung of Panzer-Regiment 24 with a 
company of Panzergrenodier-Regiment 113 and a company of Ponzer- 
Pionier-Botaiflon 37 The battle group wa$ coordinated by the staff af 
Panzer-Regiment 1 under Oberstleutnant Ernst Philip who had earlier 
commanded the regiment's first battalion during the summer of 1944. 
Attached to IV.SS-Panzerkorps af Heeresgruppe Bud[ the regiment 
reported that on 15 March 1945 a total of fifty-nine Pzkw V tanks were 
an hand although just ten of these were combat ready. 

In May 1945 the division was fighting in Austria in the area between 
Graz and Hart berg as part of G.Armee of Heeresgruppe Ostmark. From 
there, 1. Panzer-Division moved towards Leoben on the Mur river and 
surrendered to the A mericans. 

Panzer-Regiment 2. This regiment, together with its parent formation 
16.Panzer-Division, was destroyed at Stalingrad. Reformed in mid- 
February 1943, I.Abteiiung remained with the division until the end af 
the war while If.Abteiiung, commanded by Hauptmann Hannibal Graf 
von Luttichau, was permanently detached in August 1944 and held as 
an Army reserve later serving in the west. Although many crccounfs 
suggest that Luttichau's battalion was equipped with Pzkw IV tanks at 
least ten Panthers were issued at some time and as late os 11 March 
1945 £tvo Pzkw V tanks were relinquished to Panzer-Abteilung 2108As 
a matter of interest ItiAbteiiung was organised as a Panzer- 
Sturmgeschutz battalion of three companies, each equipped with ten 
assault guns with a further vehicle allocated to the battalion 
headquarters. 

On 31 May 1944, I.Abteiiung reported that a total of ten Panthers were 
an hand and although only four were fully operational a further eight 
were allocated by the Heereszeugamt on the day the report was 
written and may not hove been included in the totoL During the same 
month the division was fighting near Ddiatyn an the Prut river south¬ 
east of Lwow, capturing the village of Pechenezhyn and supporting 
25th Infantry Division of the 1st Hungarian Army in the counterattack 
to retake Kolomea - now Kolomyja in Ukraine - some 35 kilometres to 
the east. In July and August the division was involved in the defensive 
battles for Lemberg - as Lwow was then known - with 
4.PanzerarmeeJnduding the attack aimed at the Soviet bridgehead on 
the Bug river between KrystinopalandSokaf. 

On 1 August the division moved to the area around Krakow to attack 
the Russian bridgehead at Baranow and atthough this operation was 




only portiofiy successful it did allow 0 solid defensive position to be 
created and IS.Panzer-Division remained in the area anti! October an 
anti-Portisan operations particularly around Doieszycze and Czarna. 
During this time, on Saturday 23 September, the battalion received 
eleven Panthers with o further eight arriving on the next day and 
another eleven delivered on the following Wednesday. On 16 October 
the division was moved to Kieice f north-east of Krakow, to rest and refit. 
On 25 October 1944 the battalion received ten replacement tanks while 
serving with XXXXVH.Panzerkorps of4.Panzerarmee between Baranow 
and Sandomierski in present day Poland holding the line along the 
Soviet bridgehead that had been established at the end of July and 
which the regiment hod attempted to reduce in August. 

A report of December 1944 shows thirty-one Panthers on bond 
although how many of these were operational is not stated On the first 
day of the new year I.Ab teilung, Panzer- Regimen 12 reported that three 
Panzerbefehlswagen ^ command tanks were on hand with the 
battalion staff while the first to fourth companies were able to field 
fifty-one Panthers in total, ds a matter of interest the regiment's 
S.Kompanie , with fourteen PzlV 1/48 tank destroyers, was also 
attached to I.Abteilung at that time . When the Soviets resumed 
offensive opera tions on 12 January 1945 the division hod been split into 
several Xampfgruppen tasked with defending the area around 
Bctronow and some elements were caught up in the Russian advance. 
After three days of savage fighting the Panther battalion managed to 
break out towards the west in the direction of Kielce some 50 
kilometres west of the Vistula and by 27 January reached the Oder river 
at Glogau in Lower Silesia - modern Glogowin present day Poland. 

On 20 February 1945 eight replacement Panthers were received and 
ftvo days later the personnel and equipment that hod been assembled 
to create Panzer-Division JOterbog were absorbed by 16. Panzer- 
Division. On 3 March 1945 seven replacement Panthers arrived and on 
the following day I.Abteilung reported that twelve Pzkw V and four 
Pzkw tanks were ready far operations together with seven PzlV/70 
{V} tank destroyers . These vehicles were distributed among the 
battalion's four companies , 8-Kompanie having returned to 
li.Abtetlung. A further fifteen Panthers were in transit to the regiment 
although it Is unclear if these were ever delivered. In addition a single 
Panzerbefehlswagen V of the battalion staff was considered eomberf 
ready and these were in ail likelihood the last tanks the battalion 
received; reporting on the following day that just fifteen Pzkw V tanks 


were available , The division's Panzer regiment under Oberst Ernst 
Collin was re-organised and now comprised two battalions with the 
remaining Panthers concentrated In I.Abteilung while ll.Abteilung was 
equipped with Sturmgeschutz HI assault guns, in addition both 
battalions had a number Of Pzkw IV tanks on hand. In place of 
IILAbteifung, which wos disbonded, the division received a 
Sturmgeschu tz battalion. 

As a Kamfgruppe consisting of the assauit gun bottolion and 
Panzergrenodier-Regiment 64 was thrown into the battle around 
iauban near the modern day German-Polish border, attacking in the 
vicinity of iangendfs on the morning of 5 March 1945 , the remainder of 
the division prepared to move by fail to Mdhrisch-Ostrau and within a 
week was engaged in heavy fighting south-west of the village of 
Schwarzwassep north of Bautzen. 

On 15 March, LAbteitung reported that fourteen Panthers, including a 
number of Panzerbefehlswagen V command tanks, were on hand of 
which four were in need of repair. The assault gun crews suffered 
particularly heavy fosses in the battles of early March caused largely 
according to the division's history by their inexperience and lack of 
training. The regiment fought in the desperate defensive battles 
around Dobersdorf in Austria near the present day Hungarian and 
Slovenian borders where on 25 March two Panthers of I.Abteitung 
managed to halt a Russian attack destroying nine of the enemy's ten 
tanks in just three minutes. On 1 April, Easter Sunday the same day that 
Oberstleutnont Ferdinand von derPlonitz took over as the regimental 
commander, the Russians launched on attack in the division's sector of 
the line near Qpava in Silesia - now part of the Czech Republic - only to 
be beaten back with the loss of half their tanks, impressive os these 
iocal victories were, even earning the recognition and special mention 
of General Hans Kallner the commander of XXIV.Panzerkorps, they 
could not conceal the fact that the Ponzer regiment's strength was 
slowly being whittled away ■ the seven Panthers received a month 
earlier on 3 March may have been the last replacements the battaiion 
would secure. 

In mid-April the division f by now reduced to a Kompfgruppe, was 
attached to ObergruppenfUhrer Herbert Otto Gitle's IV.SS-Panzerkorps 
together with similar battle groups made up from 3,Panzer-Division 
and 5.SS-Panzer-Division Wikirtg. In the fighting around Ratibor in 
Upper Silesia - modern day Raciborz in southern Poland - 
Oberstleutnont von der Planitz was killed on the first day of the Soviet 



ausfGofStab f I.Abteilung f Panzer- 
Regiment 1. Note the method oj 
application of the vehicle's 
1 number where the letter I, 
Indicating the first battalion, is 
decidedly smaller that the 
numbers. Above: The metal 
oakleak badge shotvn above was 
based on the unit insignia of 
1. Panzer-Division and worn on the 

( leftside of the caps of both officers 
and men as o popular ,; if unofficial, 
uniform item ■_ 
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Above, at right: Photographed near Lemberg - now Lwow in western Ukraine - in June or July 1944 this Panzerbefehlswagen V ausf A is the 
command tank of the Chef of I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 1, identified by the number 101 on the turret side. Note the tubes used to hold the 
radio aerial extensions under the container for the gun cleaning rods, one identifying feature of these vehicles. At left: A highly decorated 
Oberfeldwebel wearing the second pattern black wool Panzer jacket first introduced in 1936. The earlier garment had featured a smaller collar 
and pointed lapels and could not be worn closed. The cut of the jacket shown here changed tittle throughout the war, the major difference being 
the discontinuation of the lapel piping in 1942. Among this man's awards ore the Nahkampfspange or Close Combat Clasp, warn on the left 
breast , instituted on 29 November 1942 and conferred to acknowledge participation in dose quarter, hand to hand battles, it was presented fn 
three grades - either Bronze , Silver or Gold - for taking pan in fifteen, twenty-five and fifty tatties respectively although the criteria was often 
lowered for men who were incapable of reluming to combat due to the severity of their wounds. On his right sleeve Is the Tank Destruction Badge 
awarded for the single-handed destruction of an enemy tank using a handheld weapon. 


offensive and replaced by Major Siegfried Gerke who had commanded 
the division's Ponzer-Pionier-Bataillon. in an effort to shore up the front 
to the south of Ratibor the remaining sixteen tanks of all types were 
transported by rail to the area between Brno and Opava with the 
intention that they should counterattack towards Kraiove near the 
Czech-Polish border. The journey south proved to be especially 
harrowing, enduring almost constant oir strikes and artillery homages 
and in a particularly heavy blow the division s papular commander, 
Generalleutnant Dietrich von Muller, was captured by Czech partisans 
and handed to the Russians . 

By 4 May 1945 the division was holding o fine some 24 kilometres long 
anchored on Wigstadtl - modem Vitkov in the Czech republic - with just 
six tanks and a regiment of grenadiers and although the maintenance 
company managed to repair a further twenty Panzers they had neither 
fuel nor ammunition and so, were quite useless. With the war tost, the 
division broke into small groups and although some men managed to 
surrender to the Western Allies most past into Soviet captivity. 

Panzer-Regiment 4, formed in October 1935 with two tank battalions 
the regiment served with 2. Panzer-Division in Poiand and France and 
with 13.Panzer-Division during the invasion of the Soviet Union. A third 
battalion was formed from lil.Abteiiung of Panzer-Regiment 29 in May 
1942 and this battalion converted to Panthers exactly one year later, On 
23 September 1943 the regiment's I.Abteilung was detached and used 
to form schwere-Ponzer-Abteilung 507and shortly after, onl90ctober f 
lil.Abteiiung was renamed I.Abteilung. 

In early February 1944 the new I.Abteilung, with &\/enty-$ix Pzkw V 
tanks on hand r , was detached from the regiment and sent to Italy 
operating in a semi-autonomous role ostensibly under the control of 
26.Panzer-Division until 16 February 1945 when the attachment was 
formalised and the battalion was renamed I.Abteilung, 26.Panzer- 
Division, Throughout October and November 1944, ILAbteitung, which 
had remained in the east with 13. Panzer-Division, absorbed the 
personnel and equipment of Pcmzer-Abteilung 2110 when Ponzer- 
Brigade 110 had been disbanded (3). The division, which hod been 
badly depleted in the summer battles, was rebuilt with most of its 
battalion and company officers replaced and renamed 13.Panzer- 
Division Feldherrnholie and although this may be correct it seems that 
the name was rarely, if ever, used (4). On 30 October 1944 the Russian 
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offensive to capture Budapest began and still badly under strength the 
division could do little to stop the Soviet advance. By IB December ail 
elements of the division were confined to Budo, the ancient city on the 
west bank of the Danube, heavily engaged in defensive operations. On 
11 February amid an attempted break out from the city by German and 
Hungarian units, the division's commander Generolmojor 
Schmidhuber was kiffed and t wo days iater the city surrendered. As an 
effective fighting farce the division had ceased to exist although 
elements had managed to escape and assembled near Nitra in modern 
day Slovakia, about 300 kilometres to the north-west of Budapest 

As early os 24 February the remnants of the division together with new 
replacements began reforming, receiving twenty-seven new Panthers 
on 11 March 1945. Less than a fortnight later on 23 March the division 
was renamed Panzer-Division Feldherrnhalle 2 and Panzer-Regiment 4 
was renamed Panzer-Regiment Feldherrnhalle 2 {5). 

Panzer-Regiment 6\ Formed in 1935, the regiment's I.Abteilung was 
converted to Panthers on 6 August 1943. In January 1944 the battalion, 
with just six Pzkw V tanks an hand, tvos temporarily attached to 
130,Panzer-Lehr-Division which was at that time being formed in 
France. This division was one of the first armoured formations to be 
organised under the freie Gfiederung establishments which were 
intended to free combat units to perform their primary role by 
removing transport and supply elements from companies and 
battalions and concentrating them under higher authority. At the some 
time lAbteilung, l3Q-Panzer-Lehr*Regiment was being raised and 
equipped with new Panther tanks bat would not complete its training 
before early August . Somewhat confusingly an OKH order of 7 
November directed that I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 6 be renamed 
I.Abteilung , 130.Panzer-Lehr-Regiment only to be rescinded by o 
further order of 20 December 1944. Many modern accounts incorrectly 
state that the name change took place. 

The first battalion of Panzer-Regiment 6 rejoined 3. Panzer-Division on 
the Eastern Front in December 1944 while I.Abteilung , ISO. Panzer- 
Lehr-Regiment, made up of two companies of Panther tanks and a 
company of Jagdpanther tank destroyers operated as a semi¬ 
independent unit on the Western front and then in Hungary until it 




Above, right: Tanks of Panzer-Regiment 2,16,Panzer-Division photographed on the Eastern Front. Although this image was made sometime 
earlier than the summer of 1944, it gives a good impression of the appearance of this regiment's Panther tanks. These vehicles are from the first 
batch received by the regiment as evidenced by the stowage boxes welded to the holt rear and the debris guard over the mantlet of the main gun. 
df left. Gberfeldwebef Karl Gras. As a platoon leader with the first company of Panzer-Regiment 2 Gras was awarded, in addition to the 
Ritterkreuz visible her, the Deutches Kreuz in Gold and the Panzerkampfabzeichen acknowledging his participation in over twenty-five armoured 
engagements , 


rejoined the division on 18 February 1945. On 1 March , Panzer - 
Regiment & received ten new Panthers all of which were allocated to 
3. Kompanie (6). 

The division , now reduced to a Kampfgruppe, took part in Operation 
Fruhlingserwachen in the Lake Balaton area of Hungary as part of 
lif.Panzerkorps together with 1,Panzer-Division and 356.lnfonterie- 
Division. When the attack began on Tuesday 6 March, f. Abteilung, 
Panzer-Regiment 6 had twenty-seven Pzkw 1/ tanks an hand of which 
twenty-two were combat ready. Although there is no record of the 
battalion receiving any taata after the delivery of 1 March mentioned 
above, at least one authoritative source states that on 15 March the 
division reported that thirty-nine Pzkw V tanks were available of which 
thirteen were fully operational. In April and May 1945 the division was 
fighting in Austria as part of Heeresgruppe Ostmark where the Panzer 
regiment was only able to field eight tanks of oil types and o handful of 
assault guns. 

Panzer-Regiment 9. After a lengthy formation process, which fasted 
from 4 December 1942 to 24 August 1943, the regiment's I.Abteifung 
was detached in the f of fa wing September and renamed Ponzer- 
Abteilung Norwegen while lf.Abteitung was used fa create Panzer - 
Abteilung 2103 and Panzer-Abteilung 2104 in June 1944 , When the 
regiment's parent formation, 25. Panzer-Division, returned to the east 
in tote summer 1944 alf available armoured vehicles were 
concentrated in Pan zerjdger-Abteilung 37 f 7). 

On 3 November, with the disbonding of Panzer-Brigade 104, the 
division absorbed Panzer-Abteilung 2104 with its remaining personnel 
- twenty-five Panthers and a number of Ftukpanzer IV Mobeiwagen. 
These assets would become the new t. Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 9 
and of the same time a regimental staff and two additional Pzkw IV 
companies were being raised and trained in Germany When the Pzkw 
IV companies arrived at the front It was planned that they would be 
combined with the fourth and fifth companies of the Panzerjdger 
battalion to form IL Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 9. The regimental stuff 
arrived sometime after 15 December 1944 with two Panthers on hand, 
possibly Panzerbefehfswagen V, however the companies of 
It.Abteilung were attached to a Kompfgruppe built around the staff 
element of Panzer-Brigade 103 and employed on another sector of the 
front until early March 1945 when they rejoined their parent 
formation. 

The division had in the meantime suffered heavy fosses, the tank 
battalion being reduced to ten Panthers of which just three were 
operational. During March 1945 the regiment was reorganised under 
OberstleutnontEberhufdZahn and f.Abteilung was made up of 0Single 


company of Panthers, a second company of Pzkw IV tanks and a third, 
mixed company of Pzkw IV tanks and PzlV/7QfV) tank destroyers (8). At 
this time the division was attached to 4, Panzerarmee on the Oder front 
near Kiistrin, On 11 April 1945 the division was transferred to B.Armee 
in Austria and may not have had any serviceable tanks on hand. 

The division , with the remnants of 11. Panzer-Division, surrendered to 
the Americans in May 1945. When the war ended 25.Panzer-Division 
was fighting as part of Panzerkorps Fefdherrnhafle of Heeresgruppe 
Ostmark in western Czechoslovakia near the Austrian border. 

Panzer-Regiment 10. Formed between 1937 and 1939 with two 
battalions , the regiment was attached to 8.Panzer-Division. A third 
battalion was farmed in 1941 and the second battalion was transferred 
to 16.Panzer-Division in May 1942 and renamed fI.Abteifung, Panzer- 
Regiment 2. While the division was engaged in the summer battles of 
1944 the second and fourth companies of i.Abteilung, Panzer- 
Regiment 10 were in Germany completing their conversion to Panther 
tanks and would not return to the division until September In the 
meantime the Panthers of I.Abteifung, Panzer-Regiment 11 were 
temporarily attached to the 8. Panzer-Division and many of these were 
tost in the battles of July and August, forming a single, weak company 
which with the battalion staff was transferred an 23 August to 
Grafenwohrin Germany. 

By the beginning of September the companies of Panzer-Regiment 10 
rejoined the division which was at that time attached to 1. Panzerarmee 
of Heeresgruppe Nordukroine ■. Between 12 and 22 September 1944 the 
battalion received a total of forty new Pzkw V tanks and a report 
compiled for LfX.Armeekorps headquarters for the month of September 
shows that three Ponzerbefehlswagen V were on hand with the 
Stabskompanie while 2.Kompanie and 4. Kompanie were each 
equipped with seventeen Panthers. The battalion's first and third 
companies were equipped with PzfV 1/48 tank destroyers. In addition 
the Panzer-Werkstatt company hod a number of Bergeponther 
recovery tanks. 

The battalion took part in the fighting for the Dukia Pass an the border 
of Poland and Slovakia in October 1944 and at the end of the month 
was withdrawn from the front and stationed near Tarnow in Poland r in 
December the division was Involved in the fighting around 
Stuhlweissenburg - modern day Szekesfehervar - almost exactly 
halfway between Budapest and the north-eastern share of Lake 
Balaton and in January 1945 took part in Operation Sod wind, the 
attempt to destroy the Russian bridgehead on the Gran river - known 
today as the Hron - which had developed north-west of Budapest 


In late February and early March, 8. Panzer-Division, as part of 
LVIiPanzerkorps, was engaged in the counterattacks around the 
Important railroad junction of iauban - modern Luban in Poland - as a 
prelude to a relief attempt of Fe stung Breslau which had been 
surrounded since IS February 1945- Official documents confirm that 
an 1 March a total of seventeen Pzkw V tanks were on hand white 
another fifteen were in transit (9f. 


were lost together with all four Bergepanther recovery tanks, The 
battalion s losses were so severe that by mid-August only a composite 
unit of the serviceable Panthers , roughly of company size, remained 
with the division while the battalion staff were stationed in Krakow. On 
23 August 1944 an QKH order directed that oil personnel except the 
composite company be transferred to Truppeniibungsptatz 
Grafenwbhrin Germany to refit 110). 


By 15 March this figure would be reduced to ten Panthers of which nine 
were operational. Attached to XXIV. Pome rkorps the division took part 
in the defensive buttles for Schwarzwasser and Leobschutz in Upper 
Silesia in March and in eariy April 1945, S.Panzer-Divisian was 
transferred to X.Ponzerarmee and moved to Kremsiec north-east af 
Brno in the present day Czech Republic. At least one source claims that 
the number af Panthers available to lO.Panzer-Regiment had by this 
time been reduced to nine operational vehicles , although this seems 
overly optimistic given the battalion could field just eighteen tanks at 
the beginning of the butties in Silesia and may have been confused with 
the figures for 15 March. 

With the survivors of 19-Punzer-0ivision f the regiment's remaining 
tanks were formed into smafi battle groups with supporting infantry 
which couid better defend the thickly wooded terrain. In the 
subsequent Soviet offensive that struck between Of amove and Smoot 
the end of April both divisions were aimosl completely wiped out 
although a few men managed to reach the American tines in western 
Czechoslovakia . 

Panzer-Regiment 11, Formed in 1937 and allocated to 6. Panzer- 
Division, the regiment's I.Abteilung began its conversion to Panther 
tanks in May J943 and returned to the front in eariy 1944. The 
battafion operated as a independent unit and was temporarily 
attached to 8. Panzer-Division from March until August 1944. 

in June 1944 f when the Soviet summer offensive began f the battalion 
reported that eighty-three Panthers were on hand including four 
Bergepanther recovery tanks. The battalion was immediately involved 
in the fighting for Zofochiv - formerly Zloczow - followed by the ill-fated 
attempt fo relieve units of XIII.Armeekorps trapped in the Brody 
pocket. Conducting a fighting retreat the battafion took part in the 
battles for Lwow, Ostalavycbi and Busovysko in modern day Ukraine 
/crying back an Przmysef an the San river in Poland. During the retreat a 
total of sixty-four of the seventy-six Panthers or hand at the end of July 


On 15 December 1944, I. Abteifung - less 4,Komponie - was returned to 
S.Ponzer-Oivision which had been reorganised after the disastrous 
battles of the summer and was sent to Hungary, where elements of the 
division were initially combined with the available units Of 8.Panzer- 
Division under HLPonzerkorps and the Hungarian Division Szentfaszh 
attached to tVII.Panzerkorps. Both these carps were subordinated to 
S.Armee and were so badly under strength of the time that they were 
referred to os Gruppe Breith and Gruppe Kirchner respectively. The 
division took part in Operation Konrad it which commenced an 7 
January 1945, an offensive aimed at establishing contact with the 
Budapest garrison which was in desperate need af supplies. On 23 
January the division reported that thirty-nine Pzkw V and twelve Pzkw 
IV tanks were on hand. Further, a report submitted an 28 January 1944 
recorded a shortfall often Pzkw V tanks. 

On 6 March 1945 the division participated in Operation 
Fruhiingserwachen , or Spring Awakening , an assault in the Lake 
Balaton area af Hungary. This would prove to be the last major German 
Offensive of the war and was undertaken far the mast part by units 
which had been withdrawn from the westfoliowing the failed Ardennes 
Offensive. Just prior to the attack commencing, on 1 March, 5. Panzer- 
Division reported that thirty-seven Panthers were on hand of which 
thirty-one were combat ready. 

In April 1945 the division was fighting in Vienna under the control of 
ll.SS.Panzerkorps. Tasked with defending the Reichstrucke, the city's 
most important bridge and the only means by which retreating German 
units could crass the Danube, the division held out against ail Russian 
attacks , including severai air strikes and a surprise assault made by 
boats, until 14 Aprii when the city was abandoned (11). Earlier on 1 
April, the division reported that tivg Panzerbefehlswagen V were an 
hand with the Stabskompanie while the battafion 's four companies 
were abfe to field a total af forty Panther tanks. On 7 May 1945 the 
division surrendered to US Army units near Brno in Czechoslovakia only 
to be handed over to the Soviets, 

.. ^continued on page 24 



While the various grades of the Ritterkreuz, the Knight 's Cross of the Iran Cross, hove been well publicised , 

□ ttentruR has been given to the Deutsches Kreuz. Perhaps because of the medal's overtly Nazi imagery - Hitler 
played a large part in the design process - it Is sometimes assumed to be merely a symbol of political allegiance. 
The gold version was in fact □ purely military award, ranked higher than the Iron Cross and below the Ritterkreuz, 
only conferred after repeated acts af bravery in battle. From left to right: Qberfeldwebet A dolfSermond of Panzer- 
Regiment 15. Serving with the regiment from 1938l Sermond would earn In addition to the Deutsches Kreuz in 
Gold the Panzer Assault Badge far 25 actions, the Wound Badge in gold and the Panzervernkhtungsabzekhen in 
silver awarded for his singlehanded destruction of a Soviet KV-1 with a handgrenade. Hauptmann Georg Gruner. 
An eariy recipient of the Deutsches Kreuz in Gold Hauptmann Grvner was kitted during the spring of 1344 while 
loading the first battalion of Panzer-Regiment 2 and posthumously awarded the Oak Leaves ro the Knights Crass. 
Major Gerhard Fischer received the Deutsches Kreuz in Gold while serving as □ Leutnant with Panzer-Regiment 
201. He was later to receive the Ritterkreuz and while serving with Panzer-Regiment 23 was awarded the 
Panzerkampfabzeichen recognising 100 armoured engagements in December 1944. 
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PANZER-REGIMENT APRIL 1944 

Stab und Stabskompanie Nachrichten 

eines Panzer-Regimen ts Zag 


Many German military terms are 
difficult to translate meaningfully 
into English and they are presented 
here in their original form os they 
appeared on the official orders. 

Pzkw V Panther Pzkw V Panther Pzkw 1/ Ptmxter 



Werkstett 

Kvmponie 



4 x Bergepanther 


Aufkldrungs 

Zug 


PikwtV Pzkw IV Pzkw IV Pzkw IV Pzkw IV 


Panzer- 




Fliegerobwehr. 

~~TZ — 

1 _ 


Zug 1.Gruppe 

2.Gruppe 

3. Gruppe 

4.Gruppe 

2 x ffakPz TV 

MfurlrGruppe 

As far l.Qfuppe 

As far J.Gfuppe 



LAbteifong 


Stabskompanie einer Nachrichten und 

Panzer-Abteilung A ufkldrungs Zug 

(fG) 


3 x Pzkw V Panther 


Panzerkompanie 
Panther (fG) 


Gruppe Fuhrer 

2 x Pzkw V Panther 



5 * Pjflrw V Panther 


l.Zug 



5 x Pz feiv V Panther 


2.Zug 

As/c?rJ.Z£^) 


3Zug 

As fori.Zug 


Panzerkompanie 
Panther (fG) 

Panzerkompanie 
Panther (fG) 

Panzerkompanie 
Panther (fG) 

Versorgungs 

Kompanie 


All units of the German Army were structured 
according to orders issued by Qberitomman do des 
Heeres - the high command of the Army. When 
organisational changes were called for these orders 
were accompanied by Kriegstdrkenochweisung ~ 
usually abbreviated to KstN - which were detailed 
tables of establishment showing the official 
composition of a unit in detail, fisting the exact 
number of personnel and type of equipment from 
small arms to vehicles. They were issued on a regular 
basis and the regiment shown here reflects those 
doted 1 April 1944, 


I 

ILAbteihwg 

TTZ - 


Stabskompanie elner 
Panzer-Abteifung 
(fG) 


Panzerkompanie 
IV (fG) 



Nachrichten und 
Aufkldrungs Zug 


3 x Pzkw iv 


5 x Pzkw iv 


T 


Gruppe Fuhrer 

. I 


2 x Pzkw IV 


LZug 


5 x Pzkw IV 


Z.Zug 
As fori Jug 


3.Zug 
As for l.Zug 



ds mentioned in the accompanying text, the 
April orders were superceded by Instructions 
issued in November 1944 which allowed far 
companies of seventeen, fourteen and ten 
tanks each. The relevant KstN now specifically 
referred to Panzer companies as Panther or 
Panzer IV and provision was made to equip 
companies with Panzer lVf70(A) tank 
destroyers, it is not known ftow many 
formations actuaily used the November 
instructions and it is almost certain that none 
were pu r /nfo effect until 1945 . 


The formation of the first Panther battalion began on 9 January 1943 with the 
renaming of 11. Abtellung of Panzer-Regiment 33 os Panzer-Abtelbng 51- The 
battalion comprised o staff element and staff company with a Nachrichten Zug 
of three Pzkw V tanks and on Aufkldrungs Zug equipped with five Panthers. The 
boffo^on contained three companies , end? wrfb a command troop of two 
Panthers and four Zilge or platoons containing five tanks. The formation of 
Ponzer-Abteffung 52, raised from LAbteifung of Panzer-Regiment 15, quickly 
followed. The first two battalions together with Panzer-Regiment Stab 39 took 
port in Operation Zitadelle in July 1943 and the survivors were consolidated iato 
a single battalion which was attached to Panzergreaadier-Division 
Grossdeutscbland until the end of fbe year. In November 1943 a flew set of 
organisational chans were issued In anticipation of providing each Panzer 
division with on organic Panther-Abteilung and the battalion structure 
remained essentially unchanged while the five Pzkw TV tanks, which had been 
allocated to the staff company of a Panzer-Regiment under r be January 
instructions, were replaced by Panthers (If 

By December 1943 a further six battalions hod been formed and sent to the 
Eastern Front - although a number of these were not authorised to contain a 
fourth platoon in each company and so fielded just seventy-six tanks and not 
the ninety-six of lowed under the January and November instructions. This 
arrangement was formalised in April 1944 while the new year also saw the 
introduction of the fret Gliederung concept whereby transport and supply 
elements were removed from companies and concentrated at battalion level as 
Versargungs-Kampanlen (2). 

The orders introduced on 1 April 1944 mainly affected the regimental 
headquarters which was now to contain a Nachrichten Zug of three 
Befehlspanzerwagen V Panther command tanks, an Aufkldrungs Zug of five 
Pzkw IV tanks and - o completely new inclusion * a Panzer* Fliegerabwehrzug of 
eight Fiakpanzer l Vself-propelled 3 7mm antiaircraft guns. 

On 3 August 1344 Oberkommondo des Heeres, or OKH, issued orders that ail 
Army Panzer divisions were to be reorganised according to a standardised 
configuration referred fo os Gliederung Panzer-Divisioa 44. importantly, given 
the extremely fluid state of the fighting in Russia, while the orders stated that 
formations were to begin the conversion process immediately, the OKH order 
Included the stipulation that any reorganisation carried out by divisions was to 
be within "...the bounds of their available personnel and material L/, a phrase 
which no doubt pro vided a rather large loop hole. The reorganisation was fo he 
accomplished using the 1 April 1944 i'rtjfrEJCtio^ ontf most i’ctevonf to our 
study, o Panzer kompanie was now fo contain only seventeen tanks (31 

S 


Jn November 1944 further instructions were issued to be used for new 
formations or units undergoing rebuilding and these olio wed for companies to 
be equipped with either Pzkw IV or Pzkw V Panther tanks whereas previously 
separate instructions were issued for each type. The companies were fo be 
made up of seventeen, fourteen or ten vehicles each - with the three platoons 
containing five, four or three tanks respectively. In addition the company 
command of each version fielded two tanks. 

In the last weeks of the war? on 25 March 1945, OKH ordered that all Panzer and 
Panzergrenadier divisions - with the single exception of 232.Panzer‘Division - 
were now to be organised in accordance with Gliederung der Panzer-Division 
45. Each division would contain a single Panzer battalion made up of two 
companies of Pzkw V Panther onrf fwo companies of Pzkw IV tanks. TTto 
battalions were to use a new instruction which allowed for companies of three 
platoons of three tanks with o single tank for the company headquarters. In 
what was o complete departure from previous organisational practices i, the 
Panzer-Abteifung was combined with a POnzergrenadier battalion under a 
regimental headquarters fo form a Gemischte Panzer-Regiment - literally a 
mixed tank regiment (4). In addition to the twenty Panthers on hand with the 
companies of the Panzer-Abteilung, the battalion staff were allocated [wo 
Pzkw V tanks as was the commander of the regiment. 

Those divisions unable to comply with the March 1345 order due to a fuck of 
personnel or equipment were fo be reorganised as Kampfgruppe Panzer- 
Division 45, the structure of which wos similar fo the full division with o much 
reduced infantry and artillery component. Perhaps indicative of the s tote of the 
Army at this time, detailed instructions in the form of Kriegstdrkenachweisung, 
or KStN, were not issued until 1 April 1945 -a full week after the dissemination 
of the original order. All formations were to report their progress by 1 May 1945 
although it appears tha f none did. 

Detailed information on which divisions were reorganised using the new orders 
Is not available however formations known fo have be restructured or formed 
according to the 25 March orders included 7. Panzer-Division which wos 
ordered to reorganise as u Panzer-Division 45 on* 15 April 1345 with a 
completion date of 1 May stipulated, 13. Panzer- Division which was rebuilt from 
31 March 1945 using the Panzer-Division 45 orders, 16. Panzer-Division ordered 
to reorganise on 13 April os a Panzer-Division 45 by absorbing Panzer-Division 
JO ter bog, 17. Panzer-Division, reformed on 18 April os a Kampfgruppe Panzer- 
Division, 25-Ponzer-ptvlsion which wos ordered on 25 March to reorganise as a 
Panzer-Division 45, Panzer-Division Feldherrnhaffe - which hod actually been 





PANZER-REGIMENT APRIL 1945 

Stab und Stabskompanie 
eines gemischten 
Panzer-Regiment 




_ ... 

ranzernejenfswagen v v 

Panther Panther 

Nocnnchten 

Zug 


Sdkfz 251 ft Sdkfz 251/3 

Funkpvnzerwvgen Funkpamerwngen 



Halbzug 




Ffak-Gruppe 


4 x 3.7cm Flak 43/1 Pz IV 


4 x 3.7cm Fluk 43/1 Pz IV 


3 jc 2cm Ftakvieriing 3S/1 auf Sdkfz 7 


3 x Sdkfz 251/21 
MG 151/20 
Drilling 


rebuilding since 10 March 1945 - was organised as a Panzer-Division 45 and 2.Panzer-Division was reconfigured as a Kampfgruppe Panzer-Division after 
18 r Ponzergrenadier-Division ordered on 30 March to be recreated with a absorbing Panzer-Division Thuringen. The reorganisation of 9.Ponzer*Divisian 
Gemischte Ponzer-Fegimentfrom the remnants of Panzer-Division Holstein and was somewhat unique in that the first battalion of the Panzer regiment was 
Panzer-Division Schiesien. To what extent the 25 March orders were actually made up of two companies ofPzkw V Panthers with a single Pzkw IV company 
implemented is not known with Panzer-Regiment 25 of 7.Panzer-Division for white the second battofion was equipped with o mixture of Sturmgeschutz III, 
example having a total of nine tanks on hand - just five of those being j ag dpanzer 38 and Panzer IVfTQ(V) tank destroyers scavenged from the 
consideredready - when the order to reform was received with only a remnants of various units including Kampfgruppe 116. On 14 April IMS, 
further ten vehicles alloca ted before toe end of the war. j i$, Power-Division was ordered to create a Kampfgruppe from the remaining 

Although not strictly relevant to oar study, the units which served solely in the elements of the division which was to comprise a Panzer-Komponie with 
west during toe last months of the war should a iso be men tioned. In April 1945, fourteen Panthers and a platoon of four Sturmtiger 3Scm self-propelled guns. 

1} For those readers who wish to conduct their own reading or research, the numbers and tides of the relevant Kriegstarkenachweisung, or KStN, referred to in 
passing in our text are listed here in full The formative period of 1943:1107 Stab Ponzer-Abteilung von 1 November 1941 superseded by 1151a von 1 November 
1943,1150a Stabskompanie Ponzer-Abteilung Panther von 10 January 1943 modified on 1 June and replaced by 1150a von I November 1943 - although 

this was tittle mure than o change of name, 1177 mitttere Panter-Kompunie Panther von 10 January 1943 with a revised-yet essentially unchanged - version 
issued on 1 November 1943, 1185a Ponwr-Werkstott-Zug Panther von 10 January 1943- The 1944 reorganisations. 1103 Stab und Stabskompanie eines 
Panzer-Regiments von 1 April 1944 , 1196 Panzer-Fiiegerabwehrzug (3,7cm Flak 43} von 1 Aprii 1944,1107a(fG) Stab einer Panzer-Abteifung (frei Giiederung) 
von 1 Aprit 1944, 1150(fG) Stabskompanie einer Panzer-Abteifung (frei Giiederung) von 1 April 1944 r 1177(fG) Panzer*Kampanie Panther Oder Panzer- 
Komponie IV (frei Giiederung) von 1 April 1944, 1151{fG) Versorgungs-Komponie Panzer-AbteiJung (f rei Giiederung) von 1 April 1944 later renamed 1151(fG) 
Versorgungs-Kompanle Ponzer-Abteilung IV (frei Giiederung) von 1 Aprii 1944, 2 l$la(fG) Versorgungs-Komponie Ponzer-Abteilung Panther (frei Giiederung) 
von 1 April 1944,1187 Panzer-Werkstatt-Kompanie Panzer-Regiment, 1103 Stab und Stabskompanie eines Panzer-Regiments von 2 November 1944,1107 (f6) 
ausf A Stab und Stabskompanie (frei Giiederung) einer Panzer-Abteitung IV von 1 November 1944,1107 (fG) ausf S 5 tab und Stabskompanie (frei Giiederung) 
einer Ponzer-Abteilung Panther (frei Giiederung) von 1 November 1944, 1177(fG) ausf A Pan ze r-Ko mp an ie Panther Oder Panzer Komponie IV (17 Pzkpfw) (frei 
Giiederung) von 1 November 1944, 1177{fG) ausf B Panzer-Komponie Panther Oder Panzer* Komponie IV (14 Pzkpfw) (frei Giiederung) von 1 November 1944, 
1177a(fG) Ponzer-Kompanie Panther oder Panzer-Kompanie IV (10 Pzkpfw) (frei Giiederung) von 1 November 1944. The reorganisation of 1945:1103a 5tob 
und Stabskompanie eines gemischten Panzer-Regiments von 1 April 194$, UC7(fG) Stab und Stabskompanie Ponzer-Abteilung Panther oder tv (frei 
Giiederung) von J April 194$, U7?a(fG) Panzer-Kompanie Panther oder IV (mit 10 Ponzer)ffrel Giiederung) yon 1 April 194$, 3196 gemischte Panzer- 
Fliegerabwehrzug (3,7cm Flak 43 und 2cm Flak* vieriing) von 1 April 1945. 

2) Although the literal translation of the term frei Giiederung could be given as free organisation, in the military content it should not be Interpreted os an 
anything^goes approach but rather o freeing up of the administrative and manpower burden inherent in each company organising its own supply and transport 
services. Who tever the virtues of this change it was to a targe extent forced on the VVttormottof by a shortage of material and personnel. 

3) Mid-1944 also so lv toe introduction of a number oflndependen t Panzer-Brigades which will be covered in detail In a later valume. 

4) These should not be confused with the mixed Panzer-Stur mgeschutz battalions which we re formed fro m mid-1943 and sometimes referred to as Gemischte 
Ponzer-Abteilungen. For more information on these units seeSTOG, Assault Gun Units in The East Volume II. 
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Panzerschutze, Heer Panzer battalion. Eastern Front; 
summer 1944 

In the hot spring and summer days on the Eastern Front , 
lightweight clothing was an absolute necessity for Panzer 
crews enclosed in their tanks. Putting their tunics aside they 
were generally seen in shirtsleeve order as shown here. This 
Panzerschutze wears the M43 Panzer cloth shirt introduced 
in late June 1943 and made in standard Panzer dark grey 
cloth. It was an improvement on the previous dark grey M34 
Panzer collared shirt which did not have chest pockets. In the 
front line this Panzerschutze has discarded his unnecessary 
black cotton necktie - a common practice. His headwear is 
the black wool M43 Panzer field cap and he has managed to 
acguire a pair of lightweight Heer M41 herringbone twill[ 
reed green Panzer protective clothing trousers. The 
protective clothing was originally only issued to the crews of 
self-propelled guns but in 1942 this was extended to include 
tank crews. The footwear is the M37 lace-up ankle boots 
which had been standard issue since January 1941 with the 
black Panzer and field-grey uniforms of armoured vehicle 
crews. This soldier's basic equipment includes the army 
enlisted man's leather belt and a P38 pistol in its softshell 
holster. He is carrying a gasoline can painted in ordinance 
tan. The 20 litre capacity Wehrmacht-Einheitskanister, 
dubbed the Jerry-can by the Allies, was originally developed 
in the 1930's for military use and was so superior to 
contemporary fuel containers that it was widely copied and 
is still in use today. Constructed from just two pieces of 
stamped steel the can's distinctive indentations allowed for 
considerable contraction and expansion of its contents while 
the three handles meant that large numbers of containers 
could be passed down a line, from hand to hand very quickly. 
Further ; the sturdy handles allowed two full or four empty 
containers to be carried by a single soldier and the 
integrated locking mechanism of the lid, with its built in 
spout, meant that small parts could not be lost. Typically one 
side of the can was stamped with the notation Kraftstofffor 
fuel or Wasser for water followed by 20 L indicating the 
capacity. Containers for fuel were stamped Feuergefahlich 
to warn of their flammable contents and both included the 
manufacturers logo and year of production. 
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Above: The Totenkopf division's unit insignia was applied at 
the rear as shown in our photograph and also on the front 
glacis. The exact significance of the triangular marking on the 
turret rear is not known but may indicate a company - it is 
certain that the battalion staff used a hollow square. 























































SS-Panzerschutze, SS-Panzer-Regiment 5, 5.SS-Panzer-Division 
Wiking. Vistula Front, Poland. Summer 1944. 

It became apparentfrom early in the war that the black wool Panzer 
uniform, when outside the vehicle, was far too conspicuous in the 
field. In 1941 the Waffen-SS, like their Heer counterparts, developed 
their own herringbone twill, reed green protective uniforms to 
remedy this problem and in 1943 the Waffen-SS took this a step 
further with the development of special camouflage clothing for its 
armoured vehicle crews. The final result was a two-piece 
camouflage Panzer drill uniform introduced in spring 1944 and 
printed in the pattern variously referred to today as Erbsenmuster, 
Pea Dot or simply SS Dot camouflage. It was cut to the same design 
as the SS reed green Panzer uniform and the fit was loose enough to 
be worn over the SS black wool uniform for better field camouflage 
although it could be worn on its own as a lightweight uniform 
during the warmer months. The SS-Panzerschutze depicted here 
wears this new camouflage Panzer drill uniform as regulations 
dictated with no insignia other than the SS national emblem on the 
upper sleeve and, where appropriate, sleeve rank insignia. 
Photographs show however that this regulation was often 
disregarded with shoulder rank insignia, collar tabs and even 
decorations sometimes worn. Under his drill uniform he wears the 
field grey M43 SS cloth shirt. His headwear is the popular black 
wool, 2nd pattern SS Panzer side cap first introduced in November 
1940, its design copied from the Luftwaffe version. Supply of these 
M40 Panzer side caps remained sporadic until mid-1943 and up to 
that time many SS Panzertruppen could still be seen wearing the old 
style M37 black SS side cap. The footwear is the M42 SS lace-up 
ankle boots. In May 1944 new regulations dictated that boots were 
not blackened. His equipment consists of the SS enlisted man's 
leather belt and a P38 pistol in its softshell holster. Below: A sample 
of the Erbsenmuster camouflage shown in our illustration. This is in 
fact a plain cotton drill without the distinctive herrinbone weave of 
the fabric mentioned above. A shoulder strap of a 
Hauptscharfuhrer of SS-Panzer-Regiment 5 which features, 
somewhat unusually, the gold-coloured cypher more often reserved 
for officers. , ( 
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Unterfeldwebel, Heer Panzer battalion. Eastern Front, early 
autumn,1944. 

The Heer second type Panzer protective uniform depicted here 
was officially introduced in mid-1943 although photographic 
evidence suggests this uniform was not actually 
issued until late summer at the earliest and quite 
possibly not until early autumn. The main 
characteristics of this uniform were the two large 
external pockets, one on the left breast and another 
on the upper left thigh. These uniforms became very 
popular with the Heer Panzertruppen and were more 
common in 1944. This useful, protective uniform was 
manufactured in two different materials - a herringbone twill 
type and additionally in a quality smooth, cotton duck fa brie. 
These uniforms came in various colours, for example in the 
case of the waterproof cotton duck material in light grey, 
mouse grey or in a brownish grey. Our illustration depicts the 
second pattern Panzer protective jacket and trousers in a 
mouse grey cotton duck material. Full Panzer insignia and 
rank badges including shoulderstrap insignia were permitted 
on this uniform and our illustration shows the standard Heer 
national emblem sewn on the lower right breast position, the 
distinctive Heer lozenge shaped deaths-head Panzer collar 
patches and the Unterfeldwebel rank shoulder straps. 
Underneath his jacket is the M34 dark grey Panzer collared 
shirt - still worn in 1944 and only replaced with the new M43 
type when supplies of the earlier models had been exhausted. 
His headgear is the preferred M40 Panzer field cap - the M43 
Panzer field cap could be a hindrance inside a tank due to its 
cloth peak. The footwear is M39 short-shaft marching boots. 
This NCO's equipment includes the army enlisted man's 
leather belt and a P38 pistol in its softshell holster. He carries 
a pair of Dfh.b headphones described in some detail on page 
27. Below: The shoulder straps of a Feldwebel of one of the 
armoured units entitled to wear the a Feldherrnhalle 
Kampfrunen at left and an Oberleutnant of Panzer-Regiment 
Grossdeutschland. 
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SS-Oberscharfuhrer, 3.SS-Panzer-Division Totenkopf. Modlin, 
Poland. Autumn 1944 

Panzertruppen utilised every type of uniform clothing and this 
trend only increased later in the war due to shortages and the 
Wehrmacht's precarious supply system. Generally few crewmen 
dressed alike in the front line, with little regard to uniformity, 
resulting in a bewildering display of clothing amongst Panzer crew 
members. This Waffen-SS Panzer NCO demonstrates this look. 



He wears an NCO SS visor cap. His uniform consists of an old 
herringbone twill, reed green M41 SS Panzer protective jacket, and 
in this case he has added full SS and rank insignia - apart from the 
cuff title which was strictly forbidden on drill type uniforms. Also 
attached to this jacket is the ribbon of the Iron Cross, 2nd Class. 
With the colderclimate arriving he is now wearing his black wool SS 
panzer uniform. For extra warmth he is wearing an M42 high turtle 
neck sweater, these were popular with Panzer crews in the winter 
months. His footwear is the standard issue M42 SS lace-up ankle 
boots. This senior NCO's eguipment includes the SS enlisted man's 
leather belt and a P38 pistol in its hardshell holster. He carries a pair 
of 10x50 field binoculars. Below: The Totenkopf cuff title worn by 
members of the division including SS-Panzer-Regiment 3. The 
example shown here is woven in light-grey on a black background 
and was intended to be worn by NCO's and other ranks. The cuff 
titles of officers were often privately purchased and woven in 
aluminium or silver bullion wire. The collar patch at the left is a 
simple machine-embroidered version for other ranks while that at 
right is the earlier officer's model - note the Totenkopf is facing 
forward. 
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Above: The unit insignia of 6.Panzer-Division, the 
parent formation of Panzer-Regiment 11. This 
badge and its placement on the turret side was 
probably adopted when the battalion finally 
rejoined the division in December 1944. 
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Id* Panthermann wlrd dovon blou 
Wit’i AuBee cmer H. Dv. 

Doch ibre innerllcH* Scblauhett 
Erreicht cr tpteltftd in dtr Blauhetl 
Er tchwebf in hohertn Regionen 
Und rtngtum wlmmelt * von ..Potronen" 
Wcnn er donn out dem R dutch erwocht. 
1st ihm lm Schlafc beigebrocbt. 

Wot unbedingf man witten muB. 


Parole: 


Xernamtt Sen 


THE PANTHER-FIBEL 


Introduced in mid-1944 the Panther-Fibel, or Panther primer ; was designed to appeal to young soldiers through its use of often irreverent and 
sometimes risque humour. Further; the majority of the text was presented in rhyme which was thought to aid retention. The book itself was 
quite large at over 100 pages with a hardbound cover and many have survived to the present day. The page shown above depicts a Panzer 
crewman contemplating the wondrous gift he has received from the Saints and angels - Saint Barbara being the patron saint of gunners - and is 


extolled to "Learn with Pleasure!" 






Kein Madchen wlrd vor Loune sprudeln 
Bet Sauerkohl und Fadennudcln 
Doch wenn im Glasc perlt der Sekl. 

Dann wird der Lcbensgeist geweekt. 

Stellsl Du ’ne Flaschc Sekl outs Els. 

Donn wlrd er kolt — das Madchen helfl. 
Kuhlst Du Ihn nlcht. dann merkst Du bald: 
Der Sekl wlrd warm — das Madchen kalt! 
Geklihlter Sekl, der gehf ins Blul. 

Sle kommt In SHmmung — er krleg* Mul. 
Doch warmer Sekl bringl kelne Fuhlung. 
Siehsl Du: So wichtig 1st die Kiihlung! 


Durst muB man nach dem Laufen sllllen, 

Den KOhler solljl Du vorher 

c l » AW fOlle 

So kreisl es im Motor 


Wasser 


ober iangsaml 

Den Motor nochher kurz laufen lassen und wleder 
abstellen. Besllmml konnsi Du letzt noch 30 bis 40 
Liter nochgleBen. VerschluB richtig zudrehon und 
sein Gewinde nlcht vermauern (Kunststoff!!). 

Abiassen ... be I offenem EinfullverschluB 

und Kohlwasserregler ..Auf**! Du brauchsf nur das 
AblaBvenlll links Im Wannenboden aufschraubcn 
(36er). Danach den Motor durchdrehen. damil 
alles abflicBt Nie ohne Wasser anlassen! 

Sind Schlauche und Verschlbue dicht. 
Dann spurt die KOhlung — anders nlcht! 


. . . Laufwerk 


Above: Sample pages from the Panther-Fibel. Despite the comical 
tone imparted by many of the illustrations and much of the text, the 
deadly serious messages that the manual was intended to hammer 
home were never far away. Here, maintenance of the tank's tracks 
are likened to the care a soldier needed to show to his boots, without 
which he could not march to battle. Similarly the engine's cooling 
system is compared to the benefit of adequate lubrication for a night 
on the town. In contrast the lessons relating directly to survival in 
combat could be quite sombre as in the depiction of the tank's radio 
system and the technical data for the SovietSU-152 and KV-85. 


Schuhwerk ... 


Nen Schuster nennt man einen Mann. 
Der tadellos besohlen kann. 

Und rechte Panthermdnner mussen 
Ne Kette aufzulegen wlssen! 


Erst entspannen. Kette mil Boizenkopfen nach innen 
Den Panther bis 1 Meter vor Kcttenende 
oder -schleppen (belm Einweisen nlcht 
schlafen!). Sell am anderen Ende festmachen. ubers 
Leitrod amTrlebradelnhdngen.DosandereTriebrod 
festbremsen, Kette mil 1.Gang aufziehen u.schlieBen. 


Tanken 

Klar W. daB tehn«ll d«r Ponlh«r br»nnt, 
W«nn KnUppct Paul balm Tanken pannli 
Drum gl«B\ wllW Du noch longer leben 
Bel kelner Arbell SprH dontban! 

WOKhH Du alwat damn, to merke: 

MK Vonlchl geh' dobel iu Warka! 

Denn KrafWofl W mil Biel verbunden. 

€r ichddlgt Augen. Haul und Wundan! 


Behandelst Du Deln Schuhwerk lassig. 

Ist's mil dem Ausgang meistens E»lg 
Sind Eisen nlcht und Nagel draul, 

Dann fdllst Du beim Appell stets out 

Gern sagst Du Dir: ..Jetzt ichall' ich slur". 

Dabei dient's Deinem Besten nur 

Im abgelatschten Knobelbecher 

Tut weh der FuB — der Strumpf kriegt Locher 

Wie soil mil 45 Tonnen 

Deln armor Panther vorwdrtskommen ? 

LaBt Du das Laufwerk Laufwerk sein. 

Stellt sich die Qulttung pUnktlich ein : 
Verlassen llegst Du im Gelonde 
Und mit dem Fahren ist’s zu Ende. 


Selbd Tanken W elne KuM! 

Sleh* vorher nach. ob Im Kanlsler ouch wlrklleh 
Oho W (Im Winter gelber OiHrontiprrt) — und kaln 
Dleeel. Donn mcch r or*l den ElnfOlHrlchler touber 
VertchluO out, dai Slab drin laeien. GleBe gam 
vonlchtlg eln. wenn die Awpuffrohre halB und! 
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The personnel of 4,Kompanie had been detached from Panzer* 
Regiment 11 on 29 July 1944 and fcaving their tanks in Russia were 
transferred to Germany, first to Kaltenbrunn and then to 
Truppenuhungspfotz Grafenwbhr. Here they learnt that they would be 
operating Panther tanks disguised as US MW tank destroyers os part 
of Panzer-Brigade 150 which was preparing to take part in the 
Ardennes Offensive. At the conclusion of the operation and after a 
period of leave the company was sent to Faliingbostel on 27 February 
194$ where they were trained on Pzkw V tanks fitted with infrared Bifd 
Wandier night-vision equipment. 

in late March the crews were sent to Berlin where they picked up their 
new Panthers directly from the Daimler-Benz plant at Marienfefde, 
each tank fully equipped with infrared sets and each pfotoon aifacated 
a Sdkfz 251/20 Uhu haif track. The fatter were fitted with a powerful 
60cm infrared searchlight which was capable of finding targets 
beyond the range of the sets installed in the Panthers. The company 
had expected to rejoin 6,Panzer-Division which was at that time near 
Linz in Austria but on 20 April 1945 the orders were conceited - 
apparently after the tanks had been haded onto roil cars - and the 
company was redirected to move to Teupitz, some 40 kilometres south 
of Berlin, and report to Kampfgruppe Ritter in the following days the 
company fought its way through Hat be, Mittenwalde, Brusendorf and 
Konigs-Wusterhausen along the road north towards Berlin and on 25 
April the survivors were ordered to break through to Zossen, the 
remaining Panthers succeeding in reaching their objective by dawn the 
following morning. That night the remaining four, or possibly five, 
tanks and o single half track under L eutnan f Mandt one of the ph toon 
commanders, managed to fight their way to Potsdam where, after 
picking up o number of stray armoured vehicles, they made their way 
to the Elbe riven 

Although no mention is made in any account of the actual use of the 
night-fighting equipment the c are with which the last half track was 
disposed of by being sunk in the PlessowerSee might suggest that the 
infrared devices had not been removed from the vehidess as is often 
supposed. 

Panzer-Regiment 21. Formed in October 1940 and attached to 
20.Panzer-Division the regiment's first and second battalions were 
disbonded in April 1 942 while the third battalion was renamed Ponzer- 
Abteifung21 and remained with the division. 

On 28 October 1944 a new Stab, Panzer-Regiment 21 and i.Abteilung 
were raised from elements of the disbonded Panzer-Brigade 101. The 
staff of Panzer-Brigade 101 was allocated to the headquarters of 
Ponzer*Regiment 21 while Panzer-AbteilurtQ 2101 was renamed 
i.Abteilung , Panzer-Regiment 21. The personnel of the brigade's 
Stobskompanie were to be transferred to Ponzergrenadier-Regiment 
59 of 20.Panzer-Division as was the brigade's Panzergrenodier 
battalion. A new order of 16 November 1944 amended this to rename 
the new battalion as fi.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 21 and allocated 
the Stobskompanie to the staff of the Panzer regiment. The three 


companies of the former Ponzer-Ab teilung 2101 were renamed from 4, 
5 and 6 to 6, 7 and 8 sometime before 1 December 1944. the division 
spent the last weeks of 1944 refitting at the Truppenubungsplatz Arys 
in Fast Prussia and in eariy 1945 was fighting in Silesia os part of 
IJ.Armee. 

On 31 January 1945 the division was engaged In the defence ofRotibor 
on the northern Oder Front and for the first two weeks of February was 
involved in the battles between the Oder and Opava rivers. The division 
took part in the refief of Festung Breslau in the latter part of February 
attacking from Zobten - modern Sobotka - and reaching the outer 
suburbs of the city before being driven bock. On 15 March the battalion 
reported that only nine Panthers were on hand although just two of 
those were available for operations. 

Far the remainder of March and April tot division, under the command 
of 17. Armee, wos engaged in defensive bottles In the Neisse area and 
around Gbrlitz. from 21 April 1945 the division took part in the battle 
for Bautzen x approximately 45 kilometres east of Dresden r as part of 
4.Panzerarmee supported by elements of 21.Panzer-Division, 
Faffschirm*Panzer-Division 1 Hermann Gdring, Fafi$chirm - 
Panzergrenadier-Division 2 Hermann Goring and Fanzergrenadier- 
Division Brandenburg. Much has been mode in post-war accounts of 
the seemingly strong German forces facing the Polish units here but it 
should be emphasised that oil the divisions were not only under 
strength hut practically worn out with much of the infantry mode up of 
Hitierjugend volunteers and the remnants of Volkssturm units. From 
the start the tanks and infantry of 20. Panzer-Division met with success 
overrunning a Soviet corps and driving towards Spremberg. By 24 April 
tead elements of the division hod mode contact with the German units 
trapped in Bautzen and in a co-ordinated attack were able to break 
into the town. On the division's right near Weissenburg the 
Brandenburg division had encircled and almost completely destroyed 
a Russian infantry division that had been rushed to the area to hetp the 
Poles and a counterattack on Bautzen Itself was beaten off. Although 
any further advance tvos brought to a halt by an almost complete lack 
of fuel, the recapture of Bautzen and the relief of the town's garrison 
was one of the Webrmocht's last tactical victories in the East. 

The division conducted o fighting withdrawal towards Dresden until 3 
May 1945 when it become dear that the situation was hopeless , 
Breaking up into small groups same men managed to make their way 
towards the south-west and west reaching the American lines , most 
were ho wever handed back to the Soviets. 

Panzer-Regiment 22. The regiment was farmed in May 1944 by 
renaming Panzer-Regiment 100 and attached to 21.Panzer-Division. 
The division served an the Western Front * most notably in the 
Normandy campaign and the Ardennes Offensive-until February 1945 
when it was sent to the east The regiments if.Abteiiung had been 
detached in fate July 1944 and transferred to Germany where it 
converted to Panthers r it never returned to its parent formation 

.. mi. continued on page 26 



The presence of at least one Panther ausfG model dates this image to 
April 1944 at the earliest when the first examples of these tanks were 
delivered. The large round object an the rear deck of the nearest 
vehicle is an armoured cover which was intended to protect the 
aperture for the telescopic submersion equipment with which very 
few tanks were issued and which was dropped in August 1943 r, 
identifying this tank as a Panther ausf D. Note the unusual application 
of the tank's company number200which slants upwards r 
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At left: The strain on the flatcar caused by the 
tank's weight is obvious in this photograph. 
Although difficult to detect in the reproduced 
image, this tank has a bent metal rod fixed 
between the two front mudguards. Below: 
Tanks of 8.Kompanie, SS-Panzer-Regiment 5 
photographed during the summer of1944. The 
history of this unit is covered in detail in the first 
book in this series, Viking Summer. 


Above: Three Panther ausfG models and a single Panther ausf A or later ausfD 
loaded on railway flatcars photographed during a halt. This image provides a 
clear view of the 24-bolt road wheels fitted to vehicles from August 1943. It is 
likely that these tanks are from the same unit as those shown on the previous 
page. 











Above, left. A Pzkw l.-' 1 Panther au$f A of Panzer-Regiment 1 1 photographed sometime 
after 15 December 1944 when the regiment returned to its parent formation t 
B.Panzer-Division, The officer sitting on the turret is OberstQr, Paul Stahl commander 
of the division's Panzergrenadier-Regiment 114. At right: Unteroffizier Hugo 
Wiesmann a tank gunner with l.Kampanie, Panzer-Regiment 11. At the time that 
Unteroffizier Wiesmann was awarded the Ritterkreuz the regiment was attached to 
8. Panzer-Division. 



however and ended the war fighting with PanzenKompfgruppe 
Xlif/vonHobe in southern Germany. 

In fate September 1944, t.Abteiiung y Panzer-Regiment 22 received the 
surviving Panthers of Panzer-Brigade 112 which proved to be just 
enough tanks to form one weak company. A second company was 
raised in December 1944 utilising surplus personnel from the 
regiment's fi.Abteiiung. On 1 February 1945 the battalion reported 
that ail four companies and the staff had been equipped with Pzkw V 
tanks although aii were under strength (12). 

On 22 March 1945 , 21.Panzer-Division, together with elements of 
25.Panzergrenadier-Division and Panzer-Division Schtesien y took part 
in the attempt to break through to the encircled garrison ofKustrin and 
force the Soviets out of their bridgehead on the western bank of the 
Oder river. Despite early successes the Russians were able to beat back 
the Germans within two days and take the city by the end of the month. 
With the Soviet breakthrough at the Seelow Heights on 19 April the 
division , with the other amts of V.Armeekarps, was transferred to 
General Theodor Basse's 9.Armee which had been cut off and 
effectively reduced to the Frank fun-on-der- Oder garrison mode up of 
the remnants of Xi.SS-Panzerkorps and V.SS-Gebirgskorps. The units 
under Busse's command quickly found themselves surrounded in the 
Spreewafd south of Berlin near Hoibe r In the break out attempt of 2S 
April - which was in fact Basse's third effort - the surviving elements of 
21, Panzer-Division were tasked with holding the northern edge of the 
pocket and in two days of fierce fighting were aimost completely 
destroyed. 

Although the lost report submitted by the division of 15 April 1945 
stated that thirty*one Panthers were on hand - of which twenty-five 
were opera tional - there is no way of knowing ho w many took part in 
the Halbe fighting as no records survive. 

Panzer-Regiment 23. The regiment was formed on 16 August 1943 by 
renaming Panzer Regiment 201 which hod been attached to 
23, Panzer-Division since December 1941. The second battalion of 
Panzer-Regiment 201 had converted to Panthers in April 1943 and on 
16 August was renamed It-Abteilung, Panzer Regiment 23. 

In April 1944 , 23. Panzer-Division was withdrawn from the front after 
taking part in the battles of the previous winter and spring ancf was 
stationed near Jassy in Romania when the Soviet summer offensive 
began , Just prior to that on 31 May the division reported that fifty- 
two Pzkw Vand ten Pzkw iV tanks were on hand although just twenty- 
Six of the former were deemed serviceable. The division was sent fo the 
front in August and was engaged in the defensive battfes between 
Josio and Krasno in southern Poland along the line of the Jasialka river 
and the second counterattack against the Sandomierz bridgehead 


os port of 4, Ponzerarmee which began on 11 August 1944, The fighting 
continued far the next three days after which both sides adapted 
defensive positions which fasted until the end of the month. The 
division was withdrawn to Kiausenburg in Romania in September and 
subordinated to Heeresgruppe Nordukraine and in the following 
month was transferred to Hf.Panzerkarps which was fighting with 
B.Armee in Hungary. During October 1944, 23. Panzer-Division was 
engaged in the battfes around Debrecen as part of General Hermann 
Breith's HLPanzerkorps together with 1. Panzer-Division and 22.SS- 
Freiwiliigemkavatiene-Divisian Marta Theresa, ft was here that the 
division wos responsibie for the recapture ofNagykollo trapping three 
Russian corps - a rare success at this stage of the war. On 26 October 
the tanks of Panzer-Regiment 23 entered Nyiregyhazo , some 50 
kilometres north-east of Debrecen, sealing the fate of the encircled 
Russians who were ordered to destroy their equipment and break out 
by whatever means possible. The division spent the lost weeks of 1944 
in the area south-west of Budapest, 

During 10-12 January 1945 23.Panzer-Division was attached to 
I.Kovaiferie-Korps and took part in Operation Konrad il, the attempt to 
re-establish contact with the Budapest garrison, At that time 
It.Abteilung was able to field thirty-three Pzkw V tanks . Within a week, 
on 18 January, the final port of the operation codenamed Konrad ill 
was launched and the division wos now attached to flf.Panzerkorps. At 
the conclusion of the offensive the division reported that just two Pzkw 
/l' arret six Pzkw V tanks were available far deployment. On 6 March 
1945 the division was attached to t.SS-Panzerkorps of E.Armee and 
took part in Operation Fruhlingserwachen or Spring Awakening, an 
attack intended to smash the 3rd Ukrainian Front in Hungary, On the 
day before the Offensive commenced Panzer-Regiment 23 reported 
that fourteen Pzkw V and fifteen Pzkw IV tanks and eleven 
Sturmgeschutz ill assault guns were available. The division was 
encircled at Stuhtweissenburg - modern Szekesfehervar - north-east of 
Lake Balaton, managing to escape after heavy fighting. 

At the conclusion of the operation It.Abteilung stated that thirty-three 
Panthers were on hand although just seven of these were combat 
ready. Withdrawing towards the south-west the division reached 
Lopany on the Mura river - Hfopieina in present day Croatia - and 
turned north reaching the Austrian frontier at Radkersburg, During the 
first week of April the remnants of the division, supported by 9 55- 
Panzer-Division Hohenstaufen and the survivors of XXtf.Gebirgskarps, 
attempted to hold the town and its bridge against a full Russian carps. 
By April 17 the German units in Radkersburg were facing encirclement 
and the town wos abandoned as the bridge over the Mura was 
demolished at the last passible moment. The divisian 

............. . continued on page 2S 
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From the late 1930's tank commanders were issued with headphone sets and pressure sensitive throat microphones. These were referred to respectively as 
Doppelfernhohrer, abbreviated to Dfh, and Kehlkopfmikrofon, or Kmf The army's standard headset:, the Dfh. a, was found to be unsatisfactory when used by tank 
crews due to the amount of ambient noise created by the vehicle's engine and main gun. Experiments with higher volume levels also proved problematic and the 
simple expedient of attaching large rubber pads or cups to each phone was settled on. Referred to as Dfh.b these sets were extremely successful in reducing 
outside noise without eliminating it altogether and models were also developed for the Luftwaffe and Kriegsmarine. Each phone was marked with the type, year 
of manufacture andl until 1940, the manufacturers name. In very early models the rubber pads were a dull orange colour while later versions were black tending 
towards very dark grey with wear. Prior to late 1941 and the adoption of a new switch box which facilitated audio communication throughout the vehicle - the 
Kasten Panzer Nummer 20 - only radio operators wore the Dfh.b headsets. Up until then other crew members were issued with Dfh.d headphones which were 
externally identical to the Dfh.b except for the markings and the length of the plugs and therefore almost impossible to identify in photographs. Early models of 
the throat microphone were recalled in 1938 and upgraded to newer standards and from that date models referred to as Kmf.a and Kmfb - with two and three 
prong plugs respectively - were issued. The version used was dictated by the type of intercom system installed in the vehicle with earlier models accepting the 
Kmf a connection for all crew members while after 1941 the commander and radio operator used the Kmfb which allowed for more complex options such as 
external communication. Self-propelled artillery and assault guns, which unlike tanks were fitted with loud speakers, all used the Kmfb with three-pronged 
connections. Development of the throat microphones culminated in the simplified Kmfc model of 1944. A combination headset and throat microphone, the 
Funkhaube A, was said to have been introduced in September 1944 however we have been unable to find any photographic evidence that would verify its use in 
combat. It is possible that the Funkhaube A, as its name would imply, may have been modelled on the flying headgear issued to Luftwaffe personnel and inspired 
by the Red Army's canvas tank helmet. Above, A: Photographed on the Oder Front in April 1945 this man is wearing a pair of Dfh. a or Dfh.f headphones identified 
by the simplified, swivel headband which holds the phones in place. The assault gun commander in the background wears the Dfh.b version over what seems to 
be a black Panzer officer's side cap. B: A newly decorated Panther driver equipped with the Dfh.b headphones and what is probably a Kmfb throat microphone. 
Clearly visible here is the improved headband with adjustable sliders used with these sets. C: A Panther radio operator, possibly of Panzer-Regiment 26, wearing 
the Dfh.b headphones in the manner favoured by many crew members when outside the vehicle, with one ear uncovered. D: A pair of Dfh.f headphones. These 
were specifically made for use with backpack radios and were identical to the Dfh.a sets except for the length of the plug. E: A close-up of one of the ear pieces. 
The type, manufacturer's logo and date are all clearly visible here. F: A Dfh.b set showing the rubber pad, the more complex headband and the adjustable slider. 
G: A close-up view of another Dfh. b headphone set showing the designation stamped into the bracket that holds the slider. 
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Above f left: An early Pzkw V Panther ousf 4 0 / I.Abteiiung , Panzer-Regiment 25 possibly photographed in August 1944 just after the battalion 
returned to the Eastern Front. The only marking carried is the Bolkenkreuz national insignia f just visible on the hull side in the original image , A 
pattern of disruptive camouflage con be seen on the turret side and is mode up of large, irregular shapes in what ore almost certainly Ofivgriin 
and Rotbraun on the tank's Dunkelgelb base colour At right: ieutnant Hans-Babe von Rohr, commander of the second company of Panzer- 
Regiment 25 * photographed in late 1944, Awarded the Ritterkreuz in recognition of hi$ bravery in the fighting for the Memel bridgehead, 
ieutnant van Rohr was killed on 14 February 1945 near Konitz and posthumously awarded the Ook Leaves exactly ten days later. 


withdrew towards the west through Drauburg - present day Dravogrod 
where fighting continued far a full week after the official Surrender - 
crossing the border into southern Austria- When the war ended on 8 
May most of the division surrendered to units of the British army which 
had entered Austria from Italy however some units had been had been 
scattered through Slovakia. 

Panzer-Regiment 24, This regiment f along with its parent formation 
24,Panzer-Division f was rebuilt in mid-1943 after being completely 
destroyed at Stalingrad, The regiment's ili.Abteilung was converted to 
a Pamer-Sturmgeschutz battalion made up of two companies of 
Sturmgeschutzifi assault guns and two companies of Pzkw IV tanks and 
I.Abteilung was equipped with Pzkw VPanther tanks at the same time- 
In May 1944, the Panther battalion wos reorganised according to the 
newfreie Gfiederung structures with four Schwadronen ■ the regiment 
was a former cavalry unit - and subordinated to Panzer-Brigade 10, a 
training unit stationed of Truppenubungspiatz Grafenwbhr. From July 
1944 the battalion was attached to 116.Panzer-Division, os that 
formation's Panther battalion was still in training , and in August to 
Z Panzer-Division - both formations serving in the West. 

in fate 1944 the battalion was transferred to Truppenubungspiatz 
Bergen near Faliingbostef to train on Panthers equipped with infrared 
night-flQhttoQ equipment. The situation in the east had become so 
dangerous that the battalion was rushed to Hungary in early 1945 
lea ving oil its infrared sets behind. From 1 7 January until the end of the 
month I.Abteilung , Panzer-Regiment 24 was attached to 1,Panzer* 
Division, except for a brief period on 25 January when the battalion*s 
twelve operational tanks supported an attack by 3.5S-Panzer-Division 
Totenkopf near Pettend in Fiungary north-east of Lake Balaton. By 27 
January the number of serviceable tanks hod dropped to five and these 
vehicles were used in 0 counterattack on the village of Vereb t south¬ 
west of Budapest. The battalion's equipment losses for January 
included thirteen Panther tanks and two Bergepanther recovery 
vehicles as campiete write-offs while a total of sixty new Pzkw V tanks 
had been received fay the end of the month. These were the last 
replacements I.Abteitung would receive. The battalion took part in 
Operation Fruhlingserwochen, or Spring Awakening, which began on 6 
March 1945 as part of IlLPanzerkorps with thirty-two operational 


tanks. ThraughoutMarch, I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment24served with 
1. Panzer-Division, 3. Panzer-Division and 23. Panzer-Division and until 
mid-April with fV.SS-Panzerkorps. On 15 March the battalion reported 
that thirty-two tanks were on hand although just three of these were 
combat ready. From 15 April until 8 May the battalion was directly 
under the control of tlt.Panzerkorps , With the end of the war the 
survivors of the battalion found themselves nearUezen , south-east of 
Salzburg in Austria f and during the fate afternoon of 9 May 1945 , 
destroyed their last Panthers and mode their way to the American fines 
on southern bank of the river Enns, 

Panzer-Regiment 25, farmed in November 1938 and assigned to 
7,Panzer-Division on IS October 1939- The regiment's I.Abteilung 
began its conversion to Panthers on 15 October 1943, although the 
battalion was not fully operational until July 1944. On 1 August the 
battalion reported that a total of 36 operational Pzkw V tanks were on 
hand * seven wrtfa the Stabskomponle, of which three were 
Befehispanzer, and three f nine , five and twelve with the first f second f 
third and fourth companies respectively. Additionally eleven tanks were 
in transit . Although badly under strength Panzer-Regiment 25 was 
engaged in the defensive battles around Raseiniai, some 60 kilometres 
north-west of Kounus in Lithuania and on 21 August supported 
Panzergrenadier-Divisian Grossdeutschland in a counterattack 
towards the road and rail junction of Siouliai closer to the Latvian 
border. By the end of the month the third and fourth companies had not 
one serviceable tank while the Stabskamponie had been reduced to a 
single Panther. 

The division spent most of September conducting defensive operations 
in the area between Sictuliai and Kaunas and towards the end of the 
month took part in an assault aimed Initially at Dobefe and ultimately 
Tuckums in Latvia west of Riga, in October the division withdrew 
towards the part city of Memel in East Prussia - now Klaipeda - fighting 
ail the way and lasing mast af 3.Kompanie in the tatties around the 
small town ofTrysktai. By 9 October 1944 what remained of the division 
had reached the Memel bridgehead where the suryfVprs of the Panzer 
regiment and their remaining equipment were formed into a mixed 
battle group referred to os EinSatzgruppe Panzer-Regiment25 made up 
of a regimental Siobskomponie with a signals and reconnaissance 
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platoon and Einsatzkompanie i.Abteilung with five Pzkw 1V and six 
Pzkw V tanks and Einsatzkompanie fLAbteilung equipped with three 
Pzkw IV tanks and five Panthers . The two companies were mode up 
from personnel of the second t third, fifth and seventh companies of the 
Panzer regiment. The rest of the division was ordered to be ready to 
move almost 200 kilometres to the south-west by ferry to Pittau - 
present day Battiysk - west ofKcnigsherg on the Vistula lagoon. During 
the last week of October the division began leaving Memei and from 
Pillau moved to the Truppenubungspiatz Arys in East Prussia near 
madern day Qrzyszin Poland to refit. 

in Memei, Einsatzgruppe Panzer-Regiment 25 continued with the 
defence of the city reporting that twenty-two Panthers, including a 
Single Befehispanzer were on hand of which eighteen were ready for 
combat together with nine Pzkw IV tanks. By Wednesday 22 November 
1944, the last of the Panzer regiment's tanks and personnel began 
leaving Memei and by Friday evening the last elements arrived in the 
port of K&nigsberg, travelling from there by train to join the division at 
Arys. On 1 December the regiment reported that a total of twen tydive 
Panthers were an hand of which three were Befehispanzer command 
tanks assigned to the regimentoi and first battalion headquarters while 

1. Komponie and 2.Kompanie hod eight and five tanks respectively. On 
the same day the battalion received seventeen Panthers ■ of which at 
least five were Befehispanzer - handed over from the disbanded 
Ponzer-Abteifung 2102. On 16 December, 7,Panzer-Division moved by 
rail to Przasnycz north of Warsaw and from there , by the end of the 
month, west across the Vistula to the area around the small town of 
Badkowo - where the division acted as the operational reserve of 

2, Armee 

On the ftrst day of the new year the regiment reported that a total of 
five Befehispanzer and thirty-four Panther tanks were ready for 
combat On 15 January, after weeks of almost complete calm, the 
regiment was tasked with leading the counterattack on the Soviet 
bridgehead at Pultusk on the Narew river, a tributary of the Vistula. In 
the late afternoon the complete regiment with about eighty Pzkw IV 
and Pzkw V tanks and PziVf?0{A) tank destroyers moved forward and 
almost immediately ron into a strong Russian anti-tank position which 
had been concealed in the forested area to the west of the town. Bath 
battalions suffered heavily and although exact figures are unknown the 
regiments history mentions estimated losses of almost 50 per cent All 
through the remainder of January 1945, 7.Panzer-Division conducted o 
fighting withdrawal and by the end of the month was west afElbiag on 
the Elbe river. Many tanks that would have been repairable, or at least 


recoverable, under other circumstances were lost due to the speed of 
the Russian advance and the single Panther with the two Pzkw IV tanks 
that remained were placed under the control of Major Walter Brondes 
the commander of it.Abteiiung - Major von PetersdorffKampen, the 
regimental commander, having been killed in the counterattack at 
Deutsche-Eyfau on 23 January 1945. The crews of the second, third, 
seventh and eighth companies who had na tanks were formed into an 
Alarm-Bataillon armed with rifles and machine guns. Nevertheless, by 
the first week of February the division , erf that time subordinated to 
Korpsgruppe von Rappard, was able to scrape together seventeen 
operational Panthers and two Befehispanzer and until 10 February lvps 
used in the attempts to breofc through to the units encircled in Elblag - 
formerly Elbing. 

Between 14 and25 February the remaining tanks were engaged in the 
defence ofKonitz in West Prussia - now Chojnice - where Major Brandes 
was killed on the first day of battle. At the conclusion of the fighting the 
regiment possessed just eight Panthers and two of these were not 
operational, one requiring long term repair. The division retreated into 
Pomerania and by 9 March was in the area of Koczala - formerly 
Flotenstein - south-east of Koszotin. In a report compiled by the OKH 
Generofquartiermeister - the Quartermaster General of the Army's 
High Command-doted 15 March 1945, Panzer-Regiment 25 is recorded 
as having nine Panthers on hand of which five were combat ready while 
less than a week later, an 20 March, the total had dropped to three with 
just two of those being serviceable ■. 

Prom the middle Of March until the end of the month the division 
fought for the high ground around Gotenhafen - present day Gdynia - 
and had control of the suburbs before being withdrawn to Oxhofter 
Kampe - today OteywsJro. Here, on the night of 4 April 1945, the last 
tanks of Panzer-Regiment 25 - possibly three in number - were 
destroyed by their crews. On 15 April an OKH order directed that the 
division be reformed and reorganised according to the Panzer-Division 
45 guidelines which hod been issued to the Army on 25 March 1945, 
however no tanks were ever delivered before the end of the ivor. The 
men fought on os infantry until 3 May 1945 when the survivors 
surrendered to the Americans at Banzkaw south of Schwerin. 

This concludes Volume 1. In the second instalment we will examine the 
remaining Panther battalions of the numbered Panzer regiments of the 
Army and cover the units equipped with Jagdpanther tank destroyers 
on the Eastern Front. 



Below: A Pzkw VPanther ousfA of I.Abteilung, Panzer-Regiment 26 photographed in Latvia during 
the late summer of 1944, Just visible Is the battalion's unit insignia of a black, snarling Panther 
painted an the turret side in front of the vehicle's number This tank is also shown and discussed in 
the illustration section on page 16. At left: Oberleutnont Emil Passman, who served as a company 
commander with the first battalion of Panzer-Regiment 26, photographed same time after 23 
March 1945 when he was awarded the rare Panzerkampfobzekhen acknowledging over one 
hundred armoured engagements. Oberleutnont Passman received the Ritterkreuz on 23 Octqbei 
1944 and his story is dealt with In the next volume . 
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All three images on this page shown Pzkw V 
ausf G tanks of 2.Kompanie, Panzer-Regiment 
27 from 19.Panzer-Division outside Warsaw in 
August 1944. The regiment took part in the 
fighting for the Manuszew bridgehead and 
Studzianki and by late September the Panthers 
of I.Abteilung, were fighting in the suburbs of 
the Polish capital particularly Zoliborz north of 
the former Eisenbahn-Brucke and Alexander 
Citadel and Mo kotow, almost in the centre of 
the city and scene of some of the heaviest 
fighting. Although covered with a heavy coat of 
dust it is possible to discern some of the wide 
bands of colour with which many of the tanks of 
the battalion were camouflaged. Other 
photographs show that some vehicles were 
painted in elaborate dazzle-type patterns 
although it appears that some were not 
camouflaged at all and one example is shown 
on page 13 of the illustration section. The 
battalion famously lost two of its Panthers; at 
least one from 4.Kompanie, which were given 
new markings and used against their former 
owners by the Polish Home Army. 


Below, at far right: The 
Warsaw Shield which was 
intended to be presented to 
Wehrmacht and auxiliary 
personnel who had taken part 
in the battle to suppress the 
uprising from 1 August to 4 
October 1944. Although an air 
raid destroyed all the 
manufacturing equipment 
and finished shields and none 
were ever awarded, it is of 
course possible that some 
survived, and many examples 
are in fact sold today as 
authentic - the shield shown 
here however is a replica. To 
qualify for the award a man 
must have been engaged in at 
least seven days of combat, to 
have performed an act of 
bravery, to have been 
wounded or, if serving in a 
non-combat role, to have 
been present in the combat 
zone for twenty-eight days. 
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The Hafthoblladung anti- tank grenade , developed for the infantry and in use from iate 1942, had been so successful ffraf the Germans considered its 
adoption by the Allied armies to be only a matter of time. In theory these grenades were attached to one of the more vulnerable surfaces of an enemy tank - 
for ins tonce the rear bull or tracks - where they would be held in place by small but powerful magnets until the charge was detona ted* To protect their own 
tanks from a similar weapon the Army decided after numerous experiments that the solution lay in altering the texture of the vehicle's smooth metal plates, 
limiting the hold of the magnets to such an extent that the whole device would be rendered useless. The product chosen to achieve the desired texture was a 
thick, cement-like substance based for the most part on Barium Sulphate and Polyvinyl Acetate - the familiar white PVA glue - with an ochre pigment and 
Zinc Sulphide. The la tter wouid ha ve reacted with the Barium Suiph a te to produce a white colour further lightening the pigment and as a binding agent, 
ordinary sawdust was added. Developed by the Chemische Werke Zimmer AG of Berlin the paste was referred to by its commercial name ofZimmerite - 
often spelled as Zimmerit - and was to be applied to all the vertical and sloped surfaces of tanks and assault guns, including the hull sides behind the wheels t 
before the vehicles left the assembly plants , Moving parts r, such os hinges, and detachable items - for example tools - were not to be coated as the paste 
would in any case be quickly warn away. Similarly, Zimmerit was not to he applied to either hull or turret 5c htinen although this order was frequently 
ignored. The paste was applied in two coats and each coat needed to be left to cure for four hours after which it was heat-treated with a blowtorch and 
fashioned into a pattern of ridges. It was these ridges which worked against the magnets, the pas te itself having no inherent anti-magnetk properties. 

The application of Zimmerit on Panther tanks began in September 1943 and as just thirty-seven Panther ausfD vehicles left the factories before production 
was halted in that same month it is uniikety that many, if any, received a coat at the assembly plants . As the great majority of Panther ausf A models were 
manufactured between September 1943 and July 1944, almost all would have been coated with Zimmerit during the assembly phase and with Panther ausf 
G production beginning in March 1944 - the first tanks reaching front line units in April - as many as 1,600 production vehicles could have been coated in 
Zimmerit before 9 September 1944 when the practice ceased, The various tools used to create the pattern of lines and ridges could - in most instances - 
identify the manufacturer although it should be borne in mind that exceptions exist to every rule . The Zimmerit coating applied to Panthers produced by 
MAN was typically made up of short vertical strokes applied with a roller, giving an orderly and consistent appearance, broken up by longer vertical and 
horizontal lines farming a grid of about 10 centimetres square. These longer lines could sometimes he diagonals H particularly an mudguards and stowage 
bins but also an the turret sides. On Panther ausf G tanks this pattern was rigidly adhered to with different vehicles displaying the same number of lines an 
turret sides, hull fronts and other surfaces. Another similar pattern was usedl employing a slightly larger roller which left a thicker coat of Zimmerit and 
necessitated a grid of about 15 centimetres square. That this pattern does not seem to have been appiied to surfaces sachas mudguards may suggest that rr 
was a later version. Photographic evidence suggests that Zimmerit was not appiied to the commander's cupola on MAN vehicles. The Panther ausf A models 
produced by MNH featured a flat rather smooth application broken up by deeply scored vertical and horizontal fines which formed a grid . When the firm 
switched fa Panther ausf G production in July 1944 the pattern changed to horizontal strokes applied with a trowel ■ in some accounts referred to os a ladder 
pattern - over which □ grid approximately ID centimetres square was appiied. As a general rule Zimmerit was not applied to the mudguards and even the 
stowage bins were left untreated on some vehicles. Although rare, there are instances of this pattern being extended to the commander's cupola , The 
Daimler-Benz pattern exhibited o rather flat application which was afterwards roughened with short diagonal strokes and photographs show that the 
roughened Zimmerit was sometimes applied to the commander's cupola. The surface was then broken up by vertical and horizontal lines, again forming a 
grid, although the grid pattern did not extend to the cupola. The size of the grid varied and could be quite roughly applied,, the lines often straying off course. 
There is some evidence that this pattern was adopted solely to distinguish Daimler-Benz vehicles from those produced by the company's main rival MAN. 
With the exception of the initial rough application this pattern was very similar to that seen on Panther ausf A vehicles produced by MNH. The pattern used 
by Demag was made up of horizontal strokes applied with a trowel-similar to the la ter MNH ladder pattern - separated by deep vertical lines. Same vehicles 
also featured horizontal lines which then formed a grid and this has led fa the Demag patterns being incorrectly assumed to be a version of the MAN 
Zimmerit. 

There has be£n considerable argument over whether units in the field applied Zimmerit to their armoured vehicles and indeed many photographs exist of 
tanks coated in patterns which do not conform to those mentioned above. These patterns ore usually characterised by a rough surface, suggesting a hurried 
application. Considering just haw complicated the process of covering a complete vehicle was, wj'fih long waiting periods between each step culminating in 
the use of a blow torch with what was essentially a flammable compound and the quantities required - a single Panther needed 160 Kilograms of paste - it 
seems likely that older tanks and assault guns received their coating of Zimmerit when they were withdrawn from the front for repairs at larger workshops 
far in the rear. The photographs above show examples of three of the most commonly encountered patterns of Zimmerit application: 1) MAN production 
which was typified by short vertical strokes broken up by longer vertical and horizontal lines farming a grid. 2) Thestyte of application used by MNH was 
similar to the MAN version with the initial short strokes applied horizontally 3) The Daimler-Benz pattern exhibited a rather rough, flot application which 
was then broken up by vertical and horizontal fines, again forming a grid. 
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Photographed near Wischau - modern day Vyskov in Czechoslovakia - after the bottles of late April 1945, this Pzkw V Panther ausf G, although 
damaged, retains one of the rectangular mounting brackets on the side of the gun mantlet used to hold part of the Bitd Woodier, orBt'wo, infra red 
sighting equipment. Although this tank is often associated with Panzer-Regiment 27 of IB.Panzer-Divisian there is no record of the regiment being 
allocated or receiving any of these specially adapted vehicles- Although the men of the Panther battalion's 4.Komponie were transferred to 
Faiiinbastei in Germany to train an Biwa Panthers they were returned to the division by 19 April 1945 without any tanks. Further, this is very obviously 
a 2,Kompanie vehicle. Another possible candidate is Panzer-Regiment 39 of 17.Panzer-Division which sent a company of its first battalion to 
Faifinbostei on 1 April 1945 to be trained with the Biwa Panthers. However ,; the documents are uncfear on when the company returned to its parent 
formation and again r there is no official record of any Biwa Panthers being allocated to the regiment. It is entirety possible of course that this tank 
was token over from another unit and not sent from Germany ; in which case the first battalion of Panzer-Regiment Feldherrnhalfe, which also took 
part in the defence of Vyskov, could be considered a possibility - albeit remote. We can confidently rule out Panzergrenodier-Divisian Brandenburg, 
which although engaged in the fighting here, reported that there were no Panthers available at the time of the bottle. 



NOTES 


1}. Orders were issued for Panzergrenadter divisions at the same time 
though they need not concern us here other than to soy that 
Ponzergrenadier-Division Grossdeutschland was to be organised as for 
a Panzer division . The organisational changes are explained in detail 
on pages fl and 9. 

2} During the winter of 1943/44 several tank battalions and regiments 
were detached from their parent formations and used to form ad-hoc 
battle groups. Some ore mentioned in our narrative but in general 
need not concern us os our study really begins in June 1944. 

31 The decision to disbond Panzer-Brigade 110, which hod been 
serving as a security unit in the Hungarian capital under Wehrmocht- 
Kommandantur Budapest ■ was made as early os September In that 
some month the brigade hod a full complement of thirty-six Pzkw V 
tanks on hand in addition to eleven PzfV/7Q(V) tank destroyers and four 
Ftakpanzer IV Mdbelwagen. 

4), The renaming of 13, Panzer-Division has been the subject of some 
controversy over the years with some authors claiming that it is in fact 
a myth. The Official order was not promulgated until 23 March 1945 
which does unambiguously state that the division would henceforth be 
known as Panzer-Division Feldherrnhalie 2. However the adoption of 
the name in late 1344 is certainly open to question, A mention in the 
Wehrmachtbericht of 20 December 1944 read in part: 'The 
Panzergrenadlerdivislon Fefdherrnhalie under the leadership of 
Generalmajor Pape and the 13.Panzerdivision under the leadership of 
Generalmajor Schmidhuber.. distinguished themseives by showing 
exceptional bravery and attacking spirit, in hard fought defensive 
battles in the vicinity of Budapest". It seems that there was some 
reluctance to use £he title until the division wo$ formally renamed 
Panzer-Division Feldherrnhalie 2 on 23 March 1945. 

51 These units should not to be confused with Panzergrenadier- 
Division Feldherrnhalie which was almost completely destroyed in the 
fighting for Minsk in July 1944 , reformed in September and then 
renamed an 27 November as Panzer-Division Feldherrnhalie. The titfe 
Feldherrnhalie was intended to identify units which had been raised 
from members of the Sturmabteilung or SA and several units would 
bear the name including two Panzer brigades numbered 106 and 110 
andschwere-Ponzer-Abteifung 503. 


6}, The entry for this delivery is marked Biwa (for Bitdwandter) and 
these tanks were fitted with complete sets of Infrared night fighting 
equipment They were never used in their intended role however as it 
was feared that the technology would fail into the hands of the rapidiy 
advancing Russians and ait the Infrared sets were removed and 
returned to Germany. 

7) . The staff company contained three Pzkw IV ausfJ tanks, the first and 
second companies were equipped with fourteen Jadgpanzer IV L/4B 
each and the fourth company hod fourteen Pzkw fV ausf J. On 1 
November o fifth company with seventeen PzlV/70(A) was added. 

8) . The ten Panthers mentioned were received on 5 March 1945 and 
within five days sevea vehicles were in need of serious repair. There is 
no record of any further delivery. The fifth , sixth and seventh 
companies of li.Abteilung were equipped with a mix of Pzkw IV tanks 
and PzlVf?Q(V) tonk destroyers. 

9) . On 4 March 1945 the battalion received just eight Panthers and the 
shortfall of seven may have been those tanks delivered an the last day 
of February and not included in the 1 March report. The division also 
reported that forty-six Jadgpanzer IV L/48 tank destroyers were on 
hand confirming that the suggestion the battalion had been 
completely equipped with Panthers by 25 December 1944 is incorrect 

10}. The company was mode up of two Befehlspanzer of the 
Stabskomponie, with the first fa fourth companies contributing three , 
four, one and two Panthers respectively. 

Ilf While we can find no official record of the division being 
subordinated to IIS5-Ponzerkarpi the information regarding 6.Panzer- 
Division's service In Vienna is token from the account of Helmut Ritgen 
who served with the tank regiment earlier in the war and is the author 
of several authoritative works. 

12). The battalion Stab had at least one Panther and possibly two, the 
first to fourth companies had fifteen thirteen - or possibly fifteen 
twelve and thirteen tanks on hand respectively The staff company also 
possessed two Befehlspanzer IVcommand tanks and three Wirbelwind 
anti-aircraft vehicles. 
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Obergefreiter, Heer Panzer Battalion. Eastern Front, Winter 
1944. 

When the two-piece winter suit was first issued during late 1942 
and early 1943 priority for this new uniform was given to the 
Panzertruppen as the standard winter clothing greatcoats and 
surcoats were not practical for climbing onto and moving within 
the confines of a tank. Fully kitted out for the winter months, this 
Obergefreiter wears the splinter camouflage M43 reversible 
winter suit. This was an improvement on the earlier M42 winter 
suit now having reinforced elbow and knee patches, moreover the 
trousers also had an additional wind proof double closure flap. In 
the field this heavy padded clothing was difficult to clean and dry, 
the white side - especially the trousers - were easily soiled in 
combat conditions making it lose its effectiveness for snow 
camouflage. Regulations were implemented that the white side 
was only worn when absolutely necessary and in many cases the 
Panzer Soldat would reverse the jacket to its white side leaving the 
winter suit trousers on the camouflage side. Under his winter suit 
he wears his black wool Heer Panzer uniform and an M42 high 
turtle neck sweater. He also wears a pair of woollen gloves. His 
headwear is the black wool M42 Panzer field cap which gave better 
protection in the winter, when necessary having a double flap that 
could be turned down as far as the neck and buttoned at the chin. 
His winter footwear is a pair of second type felt boots. He is 
depicted loading shells onto his Panzer and holds a 7,5cm 
Panzergranat 39 armour-piercing shell. Below: Fabric printed with 
the so-called Splinter pattern camouflage used by the Army 
displayed quite a wide variation in the shades of the colours used as 
evidenced by the samples shown below. 
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At right: A Pzkw V Panther ausf G of an as yet unknown unit , 
said to have been photographed in East Prussia during late 
1944. Although the formation to which this tank was attached 

has never been satisfactorily 
identified, and we are unable to offer 
any new information, the use of 
large red numbers, otlined in white 
and painted centrally on the turret 
side and repeated on the hull rear; is 
almost identical to the system used 
by Panzer-Regiment 6 throughout 
much of 1944, the darker colour 
changing to black later in the year. 

Below: The cover page of the 
Panther-Fibel an instruction manual 
produced for Panther crews which 
presented technical and operational 
information in a humorous manner. 
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